


HE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


—— 


THE OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF CONGRESS, PUBLISHED BY JOIN 


a ry-1GHTH ConcGRreEsSs, Ist Session. 


1 , the concurrent resolution of the House 


Representatives in relatiom to an adjournment 
s » 5th of January. 

Mr. SUMNER. Before the question is puton 
that, | should like to know if the Senator from 
Delaware (Mr. Bavarp] isin the building to-day; 
if he is, | should propose to proceed to the 

deration of the other resolution on which 
Senate was engaged yesterday morning. His 

ic, | suppose, can say whether the Sena- 
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to be the desire of the body, but I do think that 
there ought not to be delay in the matter. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is on 
agreeing to the motion submitted by the Senator 
from Minnesota. 

‘he motion was agreed to. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The resolution 
has been amended by the Senate. It originally 
applied only to the House. It will be read as 
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here by, exce pl d and exempted from the provise 
ions of this act, and shall not be lable to military 
duty under the same,to wit: such as are rejected 
as physically or mentally unfit for the service; 
also, first, the Vice President of the United States, 
the judges of the various courts of the United 
States, the heads of the various Executive Departs 
ments of the Government, and the Governors of 
the several States; second, the only son lable to 


amended military duty of a widow wholly dependent upon 
tor from Delaware, vot now In his seat, is within The Secretarw read at: an foRo wa: his labor for support; third, the only son of aged 
» that he ean be had. 4 2 or infirm parentor parents wholly dependent upon 
! kk we SRURY Id tk ihe Resolved, (the Senate concurring.) That when the two "at Sieh” ses ieee ; ' | = 
M SAT L, ° ers co not cnowW the fact. Hou-es of Congress adjourn On Wednesday, the 23d instant, us labor fot support, fourth, where there are two 
I w that he was here this morning. — I think || it shall be until the Sti day of January, 1864. 
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ry likely that he is in some room in the build- 

> but it ean be ascertained in a moment. 
Mr. SUMNER. I think the Senate ought to 
ne | with the consideration of that resolution 
| have a vote on it before it concludes to adjourn 


“Mr. WILKINSON. The passage of this res- 


olution will not affect that. 

Mr. SUMNER. _ I beg the Senator’s pardon. 
The Senator says the passage of the resolution he 
proposes to call up will not affect the other reso- 

Suppose we vote to adjourn over, then 


we may not be able to reach the other question, | 


Mr. FESSENDEN. I will suggest that that 
resolution had better lie on the table for the pres- 
ent. We cannot adjourn, or agree to anything 
of the sert, until] we know the fate of the bill 
passed this morning, and which has gone back 
with amendments to the House. When that has 


| been disposed of and provided for we can act 


upon this subject; but until then it will not be 
safe to do so. I move that it lie on the table 

ry » 

The motion was agreed to; there being, on a 
division—ayes 22, noes 14 


or more sons of aged or infirm parents wholly 
dependent upon their labor for support, all of 


which sons shall have been drafted, the father, 
or, If he be dead, the mother may elect which son 
shall be exempt; fifth, the ouly brother of chil- 
dren not twelve years old, having neither father 
nor mother, wholly dependent upon his labor for 
support; sixth, the father of motherless children 
under twelve years of age wholly dependent upon 
his labor for support; seventh, where there area 
father and sons in the sam family and housebold, 
and two of them are in the military service of the 
Unite d Stat » OF have deceased or be« ome per- 


CARMACK AND RAMSEY. manently disabled in said service, as non-com- 
li seems to me that the Senate ought to finish the || The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will || missioned officers, musicians, or privates, the resi- 
other question before it goes to play. I should | lay before the Senate a joint resolution from the || due of such family and household, not exceeding 
rather interpose a motion, therefore, ifthe Senator |} Ffouse of Ri presentatives for reference. two, shall be exempt; and no persons but suchas 
from Minnesota makes no objeetion, to proceed || The joint resolution (LL. R. No. 11) in relation 


with the consideration of the other resolution. 
Mr. ANTHONY. If the Senator from Dela- 
are isnot present? 

Mr. SUMNER, Ido not wish to do it if the 
Senator from Delaware is not here. 


WwW 


Mr. POWELL. The Senator from Massa- | 
setts will allow me to state that I saw the Sen- | 


ator from Delaware this morning, and he was com- 
plaining of being very unwell; and he desires time 


repare his argument in this case. He is not | 
uly, and I can really see no impropriety in let- | 


ting it go over Ullafter the holidays. No injury 


} 


m his argument. 


be ready to-morrow ? 


Mr. POWELL. No, sir. I did not say to- | 


morrow, but after the holidays are over. 

Mr. SUMNER. After the holidays! That is 
the point. The question ought to be settled before 
the holidays. 


Mr. WILKINSON. Mr. President, I do not 


can result to anybody. [He will then be ready to | 


Mr. SUMNER. Do I understand that he will | 





to the claim of Carmack & Ramsey was read 
twice by its title. 

Mr. COLLAMER. In order to understand to 
whatcommittee that resolution should be referred, 
we desire to know the subject to which it relates. 
I therefore ask that the resolution be read. 

Tne VICE PRESIDENT. It will be read. 


The Secretary read the resolution, which directs 


| that all the papers and evidence touching the claim 


of Carmack & Ramsey, submitted to the First 


| Comptroller of the Treasury under the sixth sec- 


tion of the act of Congress approved August 18, 
1856, entitled ‘An act making appropriations for 
the service of the Post Office Department for the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 1857,’ together with 
all the questions relating thereto, shall be trans- 
ferred to the Court of Claims for adjustment and 
determination, and the Comptroller is to cause the 
papers to be transferred to the Court of Claims 
accordingly. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. To whatcommit- 


| tee shall the joint resolution be referred ? 


are herein excepted sliall be exempt; provided, 
however, that no person who has been convicted 
ofany fi lony shall be enrolled or permitt dtoserve 
in said forces.”’ 

It also proposes to ré peal section three of the 
“Act for enrolling and calling out the national 
forces, and for other purpose s,’ approve d March 
3, 1863, and so much of section ten of that act as 
provides for the separate enrollmentof each class; 
and it is to be the duty of the board of enrollment 
of each district to consolidate the two classes men- 
tioned in the third section of the act. Ifany State 
shall fail to furnish, within the time designated by 
the President, the number of men required there- 
from, the provost marshal of the district within 
which any ward of a city, lown, or township,or 
county, where the same is not divided into wards, 
towns, or townships, which is deficient in its 
quota, is situated, is, under the direction of the 
Provost Marshal General, to make a draft for the 
number deficient therefrom; butall volunteers who 
may enlist after the draft shall have been ordered, 


and be fore it shall be ac tually made, are lo be de- 
suppose that a vote can be obtained upon the res- Mr. WADE. I suppose it ought to go to the || ducted from the number ordered to be drafied in 

| olution of the Senator from Massachusetts before |} Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads. such ward, town, township, or county. 
the holidays. The VICE PRESIDENT. That reference will Any person enrolled who shall remove from 
Mr. SUMNER. Why not, pray? | be made if there be no objection any ward of a city, town, or township, or from 
Mr. WILKINSON. Ido not think that on a = a ia cela } ee : a county, where the same is not divided into 
° question of that kind it is perfectly fair to press | AMENDMENT OF TIE ENROLLMENT LAW. wards, towns, or townships, may, on application 
N aman to a vote at once who is in the situation of Mr. WILSON. The resolution thatcame from || to the proper board of enrollment, be enrolled in 
) the Senator from Delaware. Iam as anxious to || the House of Representatives this morning, and || the place of residence to which he shall have re- 
t have that matter determined as the Senator from |] which has been amended an‘ sent back to the |! moved, and may, upon proof of such enrollment, 
E M ssachusetts; but I must say that it looks alit- |} House, disposes of three or four sections of the || have his name stricken from the rolls of his 
‘| ve harsh to force a Senator to appear here upon | bill we had under consideration yesterday to in- || former place of residence; and boards ef enroll- 
\y twenty-four hours’ notice to argue a proposition || crease the bounty for volunteers and the pay of the || mentare to have power to enroll any person whose 
d thatprobably may involve his right to a seat; and || Army; I therefore propose to lay that bill on the || name shall have been omitted by the proper en- 
’ I do not think it is unreasonable to give him a || table and take up the bill to amend the act for en- rolling officer. Any person enrolled under the 
Ys few days in order that he may be prepared to || rolling and calling out the national forces, and for || provisions of the act of March 3, 1863, or who 
0 make his argument to the Senate, and therefore | other purposes, The committee propose some || may hereafter be so enrolled, may furnish, at any 

I shall be obliged to insist upon the calling up of || amendments to that bill,and 1 think we can make |} time, an aces ptable substitute, and such person 
ite the resolution t6 which I have referred. | some progress in its consideration to-day. | so furnishing a substitute shall be exe mpt from 
ie) Mr. SUMNER. The Senatoris entirely mis- The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as || draft during the time for which such substitute 

‘sken when he supposes that the Senator from | in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to con-.|| shall have been accepted. 

Delaware is asked to go on at twenty-four hours’ sider the bill (S. No. 18) to amend an act entitled Provost marshals, boards of enrollment, or an 
us oe = has had nive months’ notice, and the | “An act for enrolling and calling out the national || member thereof, acting by authority of the oe 
ve sarin understands all his objections. He him- forces, and for other purposes, approved March || are to have power to summon witnesses and en- 

aie his objections, and I have no || 3, 1863. The bill authorizes the } resident of the || force their attendance by attachment in any cage 
he station, speaking with all possible respect, in || United States, whenever he shall deem it neces- 


mr pending before them, or ether af them, and the 
- Saying that they are of the most trivial character. 


® hot think them worthy of discussion in the 
“enate, especially after the consideration they have 





sary, to call upon the several States for such num- 
ber of men for the military service of the United 


| same witness fees and costs are to be allowed as 


may be allowed in the district courts of the Uni- 


om received. At th hs Nn ¢ | States as the public exigencies may require, | ted States, and the y are to have power to admin- 

‘de oi ‘ehrean the eae if the requestismade || It proposes to amend the second section of th: ister oatlis and affirmations; and any person who 

and that . shall shall go over until to-morrow | ‘Act for enrolling and calling: out the n tional shall awear or affirm false ly be fore any provost 

and ak eee then proceed to a vote upon it, || forces, and for other purposes,’’ approved March marshal, or board of enrollment, orm mber 

} specially if my friend from Minnesota makes | 3, 1863, by striking out all of the sectionafter Uv thereof, acting by authority of the board, or ber 

or Mat request, who knows my disposition to go || word *enacted,’’ and inserting the following, to || fore any civil Magistrate, to any affulavit to be 
ola, with him always, I shall yicld to what would seem ir y x 


6 


wit: “ That the following persons be, and they are | 


used in any case pending before any provost mar- 
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shal, or board of enrollment, shall, on conviction, | 
be fined not exceeding $500, and imprisoned not 
less than six months, nor more than twelve 
montha, 

Copies of any record of a provost marshal or 
board of enrollment, or of any part thereof, certi- 
fied by the provost marshal, or a majority of the 
board of enrollment, are to be deemed and taken 
as evidence in any civil or military court in like 
manner as the original record; but if any person 
shall knowingly certify any false copy or copies 
of such record, he is to be subject to the painsand 
penalties of perjury. 

All claims to exemption are to be verified by 
the oath or affirmation of the party claiming ex- 
emption, to the truth of the facts stated, and the 
testimony of any other party filed in support of 
a claim to exemption is also to be made upon 
oath or affirmation. 

If any person drafted and liable to render mili- 
tary service shall procure a decision of the board 
of enrollment in his favor uponaclaim to exemp- 
tion, by any fraud practiced by himself, or by any 
other person with his knowledge or consent, or 
by any false statement or representation willfully 
made by himself, or by any other person with his 
knowledge and consent, or with the intent to evade 
military service by giving or agreeing to give to 
the provost marshal, or any member of the board 
of enrollment, orto any other person for their use 
or benefit, directly or indirectly, any bribe, pecu- 
niary consideration, or other inducement, or by 
holding out or offering to them any gain or ad- 
vantage of any kind, such decision or exemption 
is to be of no effect, and the person exempted, 
or in whose favor the decision may be made, is 
to be deemed a deserter, and may be arrested, 
tried by court-martial, and punished as such, and 
4 to be held to service for the full term for which 
fe was drafted, reckoning from the time of his 
arrest. 

Any person who shall procure, or attempt to 
procure, a false report from the surgeon of the 
board of enrollment concerning the physical con- 
dition of any person drafted and liable to render 
service, or a decision in favor of such person by 
the board ofenroliment uponaclaim to exemption, 
by any such means, upon conviction in any dis- 
trict or circuit court of the United States, is to be 
punished by imprisonment for the period for which 
the party was drafted. 

Any person who shall represent, directly or in- | 
directly, to a drafted man that he has any under- 
standing or secret influence with the provost mar- 
shal, or any member of the board of enrollment, 
or with any other person through whom he can 
procure, or aid in procuring, the exemption of 
such drafted man for physical disability, or the 
decision in his favor of any claim to exemption, 
or who shall promise to procure, or aid in pro- 
curing, such exemption or decision through any 
such understanding or influence, or by any sim- 








the words, ‘* upon the several States;”’ so that it | as independent sections, to come in between th 


will read: 

That the President of the United States shall be author 
ized to call for such number of men, &c. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment of the committee was in 
section two, line sixteen, after the word ‘* sup- 
port’’ to insert the words, ‘“‘and actually sup- 


| ported by him;’’ so that the clause will read: 


Second, the only son liable to military duty of a widow 
wholly dependent upon his labor for support, and actuaily 
supported by him. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment of the committee was in 
section two, line eighteen, after the word ‘*sup- 
port’’to insert the words, ‘and actually supported 
by him.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment of the committee was in 
section two, line twenty, after the word “support”’ 
to insert the words, ** and actually supported by 
them.”’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The nextamendment of the committee was in 
section two, line twenty-two, after the word 
‘‘dead’’ to insert the words, ‘‘or absent.”’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment of the committce was in 
section two, line twenty-five, after the word ‘‘sup- 
port’? to insert the words, ‘‘and actually sup- 
ported by him.”’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment of the committee was in 
section two, line twenty-eight, after the word 
‘support”’ 
supported by him.”’ 

‘The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment of the committee was in 
section two, lines thirty-five, thirty-six, and thirty- 


seven, to strike out the following proviso: 


Provided, however, That no person who has been con- 
victed of any felony shall be enrolled or permitted to serve 
in said forces. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment of the committee was in 


| section five, line ten, after the word ** officer’’ to 


insert the following words: 


And any person arriving at the age of twenty years, and 
also any person who has not been in the military or naval 
service of the United States two years and honorably dis- 
charged therefrom; and said boards of enrollment shall re- 
lease and discharge from draft any person who, between 
the enrollnent and the draft, shall have arrived at the age 
of forty-five years, and shall strike the name of such per- 
son from the enroliment. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment of the committee was in 


| section six, line two, after the word “‘enrolling”’ 


ilar means, or who shall receive any money or 4 


other consideration for procuring, or aiding to | 
procure, or for promising to procure, or to aid in 
procuring, such exemption or decision through 
any such understanding or influence, or by any 
similar means, upon conviction in any district or 
circuit court of the United States, is to be punished 
by imprisonment for the period for whieh the per- | 
son was drafted. 

The fees of agents and attorneys for making | 
out and causing to be executed any papers in sup- 
port of a claim for exemption from draft, or for 
any services that may be rendered to the claim- 
ant, are not, in any case, to exceed five dollars; 
and surgeons furnishing certificates of disability 
to any claimant for exemption from draft are not 
to be entitled to any fees or compensation there- 
for. Any agent or attorney who shall, directly 
or indirectly, demand or receive any greater com- 
pensation for his services under this act, and any 
surgeon who shall, directly or indirectly, demand 
or receive any compensation for furnishing certifi- 
cates of disability, is to be deemed guilty of a high 
misdemeanor, and, upon conviction, for every 
such offense is to be fined not exceeding $300, or 
be imprisoned at hard labor not exceeding twelve 
months, or both, according to the circumstances 
and aggravation of the offense. 

The Committee on Military Affairs reported the 
bill with several amendments. The first amend- 
ment of the committee was in section one, lines 
four and five, after the word * call,’’ to strike out | 


i 


i 


i 


to strike out the word ‘‘or’’ and insert the word 
*fand.’’ 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment of the committee was in 
section seven, line four, after the word ‘‘attach- 
ment’’ to insert the words ‘‘without previous 
payment of fees.”” 

he amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment of the committee was in 
section ten, line seven, after the word ‘*knowl- 
edge’’ to strike out the word “and,’’ and to in- 
sert the word ‘‘or;”’ so that it will read: 

That if any person drafted and liable to render military 
service shall procure a decision of the board of enrollment 
in his favor upon a claim to exemption, by any fraud prac- 
ticed by himself, or by any other person with his knowledge 
or consent, or by any false statement or representation will- 


fully made by himself, or by any other person with his 
knowledge or consent, &c. 


Mr. HENDRICKS. Ido not think that change 
ought to be made. In legal statutes the mere 
knowledge of the fact ought not to make the party 
liable to punishment. If he has knowledge of 
and consents and concurs in the act, it is sufficient 
to punish that,as itseems tome. To punish be- 
cause of a mere knowledge of the act of another 
is going too far. I think the change ought not to 
be made. 

The amendment was rejected. 


The next amendment of the committee was in 
section thirteen, line five, before the word ‘‘sur- 
geons’’ to insert the words “physicians or.”” 

The amendment was agreed to, 


Mr. GRIMES. I offer what I send to the Chair 


to insert the words, *‘and actually 
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a 
thirteenth and fourteenth sections of the bill, 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The amendment 
of the committee are first in order, as perfecting 
the sections, and then the Senator’s amendmen 
to strike them out or insert others will be in ord, a 

Mr.GRIMES. Lunderstood the Senator from 
Massachusetts to say that he did not expect to 
get through with the fourteenth section to-day 
There is only one amendment of the committee 
yet remaining, and that is an independent section 
proposed to be incorporated in the bill as the four- 
teenth section. I propose to insert three or four 
sections in advance of that section. The Senator 
from Massachusetts does not care about enterine 
on the discussion of the fourteenth section, which 
is to be a controverted point, at present, 

The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘he order of the 
business in the Senate is to dispose first of the 
committee’s amendments. If there be no objec. 
tion, however, the Chair will entertain the motion 
of the Senator to interpose hisamendments before 
concluding action upon the amendments of thy 
committee. ‘The Chair hears no objection to that 
The Senator from lowa proposes an 
amendment, which will be read. 

The Secretary read the amendment, to insert 
the following as new sections: 

“ind be it further enacted, That whenever a mariner or 
able seaman shall be drafted under the act approved March 
3, 1863, entitled “An act for enrolling and calling out the 
national forces, and for other purposes,”’ he shall have the 


| right, within eight days of the notification of such draft, to 


enlist in the naval service as a seaman; anda certificate 
that he has so enlisted being made out in conformity with 


| regulations which may be prescribed by the Secretary of thy 
| Navy, and duly presented to the provost marshal of the dis 


trict in which such mariner or able seaman shall have been 
drafted, shall exempt him from such draft: Provided, That 


| the period for which he shall have enlisted into the naval 


service shall not be less than the period for which he shall 
have been drafted into the military service: nd provided 
Surther, Thatthe said certificate shall declare that satis 
factory proofhas been made before the naval officershowing 
the same that the said person so enlisted in the Navy isa 
mariner by vocation, or an able seaman. 

ind be it further enacted, ‘Tat whenever any such mar 
iner or able seaman shall have been exempted from such 
draft into the military service by such enlistment into the 
naval service, under such due certificate thereof, then th 
district or locality from which such person has been drafted 
shall be credited with his services to all intents and pur 
poses as if he had been duly mustered into the military 
service under such dratt. 

And be it further enacted, That any mariner or able sea 
man who is mustered into the military service, or who shal! 
hereafter be mustered into the military service, may, on lis 
application requesting to be transferred to the Navy, be so 
transferred under such regulations as the President sha! 
establish: Provided, That such mariner or able seaman 
shall, at the time of such transfer, enlist into the naval 
service for not less than three years. 

And be it further enacted, That no pilot, engineer, yeo 
man, master-at-arms, or other person having an appoint 
ment or acting appointment authorized by law, and being 
actually in the naval service, shali be subject to military 
dratt while holding such appointment, and forming one o! 
a ship’s complement. 

And be it further enacted, That all enlistments into the 
naval service of the United States that may be hereatter 
made of persons liable to service under the act of Congress 
entitled “An act for enrolling and calling out the national 


| forces, and for other purposes,’? approved March 3, 10 
| shall be credited to the State, district, or locality in which 


such enlisted men were or may be enrolled and liable | 
duty under the act aforesaid, under such regulations as the 


| Provost Marshal General of the United States may pre- 


scribe. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The question be- 


fore the Senate is on agreeing to the amendment 


| which has just been read. 


Mr. GRIMES. I simply desire to say thatthe 
amendment which I propose is, in substance, 
somewhat similar to a bill which I submitted to 
the Senate, and which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs, excepting that this 
amendment does not propose, as that bill did, to 

rant bounties to persons who may be enlisted 
into the naval service. This proposition simp!y 
provides, in the first place, that whenever, under 
the operation of the enrollment and conscripuon 
law, any person who is an able-bodied seaman or 
mariner shall be drafted, that he may be and sha! 
be transferred from the military service, wher 
he could probably perform no very efficient duty 
to the Government, to the naval service of the 
United States. It then authorizes, in another sec 
tion, the President of the United States, under 
such rules, and through the agency of such offi- 
cers as he may determine, to cause persons who 


| are found to be able-bodied seamen, and in the 


military service of the United States, to be trans- 
ferred from that service, and connected with te 
naval service. 








1863. 


| will observe here, with regard to all these 
eections except the last, that I had a conference 
with the Provost Marshal General of the United 
i dene Army, and they met his approval. The 
ae tion which I have added, and about which 


consulted, as it did not come particu- 


yas not 

yak 1 the line of his duties, proposes to 
eye tothe States acredit for all mariners that may 
oreatterenlistinto the Navy of the United States, 
n the respective military quotas of those 
Siates. I have always believed it was proper that 
each of the States that furnish men to the naval 
service should be credited with them upon its mil- 
itary quota; and I have sought to discover some 
thod by which this rule could be made retro- 
enective, so that the State of Maine, for instance, 
or Massachusetts, if she has furnished a greater 

»ountof seamen than some other States, should 
| ve that allowance made to her; butafter exam- 
ining the records of the Navy Department, and 
noticing the manner in which enlistments are 


made, | am satisfied it is utterly impossible for 
| 


Tt 


me. 

1) order to inform myself on this subject I 
isked the chief ad interim of the Bureau of Re- 
eruiting to furnish me a statement of the num- 
ber of enlistments into the Navy of the United 
States during the first eleven months of this year, 
commencing on the Istof January, 1863, and end- 


ing on the 30th of November last. I find that 
during thattime there were enlisted into the naval 

vice nineteen thousand five hundred and thirty- 
seven persons. There is no record in the Depart- 


t, nor atany of the naval rendezvous where 
these men are recruited, showing, or tending to 
show, of what States they are citizens. If there 
were, it would bea very easy matter to determine 
what States should be credited with the enlist- 
ments that have been made. But the records of 
the Department only show the nativity of these 
persons. 
thousand five hundred and thirty-seven seamen, 
eight thousand one hundred and sixty-one—al- 
most one half—are foreign born, and that sixty- 

nations or independent provinces of nations 
furnish their contributions to make up the Navy 
of the United States. 1 find by reference to this 
table that there were enlisted, for instance, in the 
State of New York, nine thousand six hundred 

d ninety-four persons, of whom four thousand 
eight hundred and sixty were foreigners. Shall 
we assume that New York isentitled to be cred- 
ited with those four thousand eight hundred and 
sixty foreigners? Have we any right to presume 
that they were naturalized, or were subject to be 
drafted in that particular place? If we did credit 
t ty or the State of New York with those four 
thousand eight hundred and sixty persons, should 
we not be doing perhaps great Injustice to other 
portions of the Union? 

If you would not be justified in crediting that 
amount to the State of New York, with what rea- 
n could you credit to her the four thousand eight 
indred and thirty-four persons who were born 
within the jurisdiction of the United States, and 
who were recruited in the State of New York? 
For instance, had I enlisted into the naval service 
f the United States in the city of New York six 
months ago, I should be found entered on this 
table as having been born in the State of New 
Hampshire. Now, would it be just that the State 
of New Hampshire should be credited with my 
enlistment? Should not the State of Iowa, of 
which | have been a citizen for the last twenty- 

ven years, be entitled to it? 


| 


The record shows that of these nineteen 
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Senator from lowa. It seems to me that we can 
at any rate give credit for all persons W ho were 
enrolled under the act of the 3d of March last, and 
who have since gone into the naval service. | 
propose to amend it so that it will read: 

‘hat all enlistments into the naval service of the United 
States that have been or may be here 
liable to service under the 


ifter made of } ons 
ct entitled, &« 

That will go back, then, until the time of the 
enrollment. ‘There areagreat many places where, 
during the last six or seven months, a large num- 
ber of persons liable to do military duty haveen- 
listed into the Navy, and enlisted, too, by large 
bounties. I think we can reach most of those 
cases, and I think we ought to doit. I therefore 
propose to amend the sixth section of the amend- 


ment as I have indicated. 


been made? 


Mr. GRIMES. If the Senator desires to de- 
feat his bill, he had better insist on that amend- 
ment; for such would be the effect of it. I think 
I have attempted to investigate this subject as 
thoroughly as possible. How are you roing to 
determine as to the enlistments that have already 
If the Senator will look at the table 
that I have here, he will see that there have been, 
in the State of Missouri, over a thousand enlist- 
mentsin the naval service. Not one of those men 
was born in the State of Missouri. If you re- 
fer to the table you will see that they were born 
in Pennsylvania, Massachusetts, and in fereign 
countries. What criterion will the Senator take 
for determining as to what State those persons 
shall be credited to? 
their birth? ‘hat would be unjust to the State 
of Missouri. Will he go to each one of those 
persons and try to ascertain from him of what 
State he isa citizen? ‘That is preposterous and 
absurd on the face of it. It cannot be done. It 
would take twelve months to do it, in the first 
place, even if you had the means, and could reach 
the men. You could not reach them in twelve 
months. You have got three or four ships in the 
fast Indies. One State, for instance, the State 
of Maine, insists upon it that she has got one 
hundred and fifty citizens on one of the ships in 


the Pacific ocean, and she says that great injust- 


| ice will be done to her unless she is allowed that 


credit, and here is a controversy immediately got 
up between the State of Maine and the authori- 
ties here, and the State of Massachusetts, which 


perhaps claims them as having been natives of 


that State, and in the mean time your conscription 
law remains to be enforced. The Senator from 
Massachusetts and the gentlemen from his sec- 
tion had better be content with furnishing the 
excess which they have furnished in considera- 
tion of the bounties which this Government has 
lavished upon that portion of the country in the 
shape of fishing bounties for the purpose of mak- 
ing these very seamen during the last sixty years 
of this Government. I am willing to give those 
States credit from this time forward for these en- 
listments; but let us not go back and attempt to 
accomplish that which it is utterly impossible, in 


| the very nature of things, for us to accomplish. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
onthe amendment proposed by the Senator from 
Massachusetts, in line two of the last section of 
the amendment offered by the Senator from Lowa, 


| after the word *‘ that’’ to insertthe words ** have 


Looking at the subject in this light, I drafted || 


the proposition as itis now submitted to the Sen- 
ve. [thoughtat first there might possibly be some 
way in order to ascertain the citizenship, or the 
residency, or the inhabitancy of the persons as 
Were already in the naval service; but when I re- 
flected upon it, 1 found that that would be utterly 


impossible. Some of our vessels are in the China 
Seas: 


and in the Gulf of Mexico. It would be utterly 
Mpracticable for us to send a commission or to 
ascertain from these persons in any proper and 
authentic way where their citizenship or their resi- 
dency was; and while we were attempting to as- 
certain that, all operations under our conscription 
or enrollment law must stand in abeyance, 

‘ Mr. WILSON. I think we ought to amend 
'e last section of the amendment proposed by the 


7 . . | 
1 ; several of them are in the Pacific ocean. | 
icy are scattered all along onthe Atlantic coast | 


| 
ul 


been or;”’ so that it will read: 

That all enlistinents into the naval service that have been 
or may be hereafter made, &c. 

The amendment to the amendment was not 
agreed to; there being, on a division—ayes nine, 
noes not counted, 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question now 
recurs upon agrecing to the amendment of the 
Senator from lowa. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. WILSON. I now move an amendment 
in the shape of an additional section, to come in 
after the third section of the bill. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. There is an addi- 
tional amendment proposed by the committee, to 
come in as section fourteen, which will first be 


| acted on. 


Mr. WILSON. I would rather defer the four- 
teenth section for the present, until we perfect the 
bill, as that section may lead to some debate. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no ob- 
jection, further action on the fourteenth section of 
the bill will be postponed at the present time, The 
Chair hears no objection. The Senator from Mas- 


Will he take the places of 


83 


sachusetts now proposes an amendment in the 
form of an additional section to the bill, which 


will be read 


» Secretary read it, as follows: 


And! t further « ted, That whenever tl President 
h call upon th veral States for such number ot m 
r toe military rv ou I ited States as the exige 

t niry may requ e quota of each ward of 


icity, tow Pp, or of acounty, where th 


; tow! county 
is not divided into wards, towns, 


or townships, shall be as 
nearly as possible in proportion to the number of men res 


! , taking into 


ident therein liable to render military 
account, as tar as practicable, the number which has been 


previously furnished therefrom. 

Mr. WILSON. The committee unanimously 
agreed to this amendment on the bill we had un- 
der consideration yesterday, and | do not think 
there is anybody Oppose d to it. It simply pro- 
poses to equalize the burdens of the draft. There 
itdeal of complaimtin the country 


ervics 


has been aerei 
on that point. There will be no difficulty in car- 
rying it out practically, because the amendment 
mere ly provides that the thing shall be 
far as itis practicable todo it. Perhapsit cannot 
be fully carried out in all the States, though it can 


done as 


be in me arly all of them, because the records show 
what each town, ward, and section of a district 
has furnished. | think it will lead to no sort of 
difficulty at all. They are perfectly satisfied with 
itat the War Office. 

made heretofore 


Great complaint has been 
from all the States of the ine- 
qualities between the number required from dif- 
ferent towns and sections 

Mr. COLLAMER. IL have no objection to the 
amendment in its general purposes, but I wish to 
have the phraseology of the first part of it a little 
altered, It requires the President to make the 
call ** upon the several States.”’ [wish to insert 
I do 
not agree to this idea of calling on one State for 
its quota, and leaving another out. ‘The effect of 
it is to give the people of one State great advant- 


the words, “ for their respective quotas.”’ 


| ages In obtaining substitutes, and ut produces an 


unfairness. I wish them to call on the several 
States for their respective quotas, 


Mr. WILSON. We struck out 


upon the several States”’ 


the words 
from the first section 
of the bill by a vote of the Senate. 

Mr. FOSTER. This only refers to the calling 
out of the proportionate number, 

Mr. WILSON. I am told it simply refers to 
the calling out of the proportionate number from 
each State. I suppose nobody will object to that 

Mr. COLLAMER,. That is what I want. I 
desire them to call for the proportionate number 
from the States. 

Mr. HENDERSON. I believe the amend 
ment as proposed by the Senator from Mas 
chusetts reads, ** that whenever the President shall 
call,’’&e. I believe there are certain calls now 
that have not been answered, in some of the States, 
and a certain number of men have 
to be drafted from those States. 


been ordered 
W ould it not be 
well to make this provision applicable to the pres 
ent draft?) If we use the words, “under all calls 
of the Presid mur that would include the present 
call. The phraseology may be altered in the first 
mart of the section. 

Mr. WILSON. If the Senator thinks it does 
not cover the present call, he ean, if he chooses 
amend the amendment 
to be hereafter made. 

Mr. HENDERSON. Very well; I willdoso. 

Mr. WILSON. On a suggestion that has been 
made to me I will withdraw that amendment for 
the present. [| shall offer it at some fature time. 
I suppose we may now tak: 
section. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I have an amendment to 
offer before you come to that section, 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Massachusetts withdraws his amendment, and the 
question now is on agreeing to the amendment 
to add section fourteen to the bill, which will be 
read. 

Mr. COLLAMER. Before proceeding to the 
fourteenth section, with the leave of gentlemen, 
I wish to call attention to the second section 
of the bill. One clause of that section is in these 
words: 


so as to include all drafts 


up the fourteenth 


‘Seventh, where there are a father and sons in the same 
family and household, arg two of them are in the military 
service of the United States, or have deceased or become 
permanently disabled in sald service, as non-comini med 
officers, musicians, or privates, the residue of such Cimily 
and household, not exceeding two, shall be exempt.” 
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wi hattwo? Here is the case of a father and 


gon who have gone into the service. There are 
three move ) , and them may be drafted. 
T he ys, if there are two in the Service, then 
the rest of lily, t exceeding two, shall 
be exempt Now | want to know which two 
How ts that to be ari ved? The two olde 

the two first drafted? ‘The clause is imperfect; it 


is Incapable of execution as itstands, and it needs 


amendment, Forthe purpose of making itplainer, 
{ will move to strike out the words ** not exceed- 
ing two,’’ so that where two of a family are in 
the service, or have been killed, the rest of the 
family shall be exempt from the draft. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator’s 
amendment will be in order after the amendments 
of the ecommittce have been gone through with, 
and then the bill will be open to further amend- 
ment. 

Mr.COLLAMER. Jthoucht the Senator from 
Ma rchuset a ired »y have the rest of the bill 


nevded foot Verte kuothef irteenth section 

I VICE PRESIDEN I Lhe nator gave 
way to add a speci etron 

Mr. COLLAMER lle t en proceeded to put 
man amendment of bh own, 


Mr. WILSON l have no objection. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. It can be done by 
WHaAnimMous consent, 

Mr. COLLAMER. IT withdraw it altogether. 

Mr. POWRLL Mr. President—— 

Mr. WILSON l renew the amendment of- 
fered by the Senator from Vermont. | have no 
oby ction, however, to waiving it for the present. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘The Senator from 
Kentucky was recognized by the Chair, 


Mr. POWELL 


to offer an amendment to the bill as an independ- 


If itisin order, [should like 


ent section, 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It is in order first 
to dispose of the amendments of the committee. 
The committee propose to amend the bill by add- 
ing an additional section; which will be read. 

t, as follows: 

Sec. id. .dad be tt further enected, That so much of the 

aet tor enrolling now calllngout the national forces, and tor 


The Secretary read 


other purposes, approved Mareh 3, 1604, as authorizes the 
dischuaree « any dra Pperon, pon payment of a sum 
not exceeding three todred dollars, from further liability 


under that or any ubsequent dratt, be, and the same is 


hereby, repealed 


Mr. HOWE. I move to amend the ameénd- 
ment by striking out the words **that or,’’ in the 
sixth line, so that at will read, **from further 
hability under any subse quent draft, be, and the 
same ishereby, repealed,’ 

Theamendment to the amendment was agreed to, 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
open to amendment, 

Mr. HENDRICKS. T think the other por- 
tions of the bill oueht to be consider d before Wwe 


The section is sull 


consider the last section proposed by the commit- 
tee. With that view, 1 ask the consideration of 
the amendment which | proposed to the third sec- 
tion, as | wish to bose upon thatanother amend- 
ment which | shall desire the Senate to consider 
before they consider the section } roposed by the 


Committee on Military Affairs. IT offered an 
amendment to the third section the other day, 
which T will ask to have reported to the Senate 


and considered at the present time 


The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘The Senator from 


Indiana Proposes to amend thre third section of 


! 


the bill, and asks the unanimous consent of the 
Senate to consider it at this time. 
Mr. SHERMAN, [tscems to me itis always 


more methodieal aud reeular to consider the 
anendinre fihe committee first. he Senator 
ena undoubtedly speak to his amendinent, if he 


wishes to do se, on the committec’s amendment, 
as itis connected with thts subject-matter, but it 


reenis Lo me we ought to dispose of this fourteenth 


section first, us it is the most important subject of 


x 


controversy. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. 1 willie x plain to the Sen- 
ator from Ohio why L prefer the course | have 
awwrgested, lL think itis proper that we should 
have two classes: first, those who are not mar- 
ried, who whould be called upon first; and sec- 


ondly, a rsons who are married and liable to 
miliary duty. ‘Then, if that be agreed to, U have 
no ov} ection, if at be insisted on by the Senat . 
that persous who are u married and who shall 


be drafted shall not be allowed to pay the $300. 


by that proposition until the present draft is exe- 
cuted, and married men atleast should be allowed 
to pay the commutation money. Itis impossible 
to get at these points on the sectior proposed by 


the committee. Imove,therelore, that the consid- 


eration of the secti proposed by the committer 





be po tnoned until the amendment prop sed to 
i ; 

the other sections shall be considered. It seems 

to me that that would be the better course, ud we 


t 
should perfect the bill more satisfactorily. 


Mr. WILSON. ‘That can be done by unani- 
mous consent. I donot knowthat there would 
be any objection to it. The proposition contained 
in the fourteenth section is u distinct proposition 
that stands out by itself; we all understand what 
itmeans. We may perfect the billand then take 
thatup afterwards. [certainly have no objection 
to the course propost dl by the Senator from Indi- 
ana, 

The VICI 


yection on the | 


4 PRESIDENT. Ifthere be no ob- 
irt of the Senate, the amendment 
proposed by the Senator from Indiana will be en- 
tertained. ‘The Chairhearsnone. It will be read. 

The Secretary read the amendment, in section 
three, line four, after the word ** sixty-three’’ to 
strike out the following words: 

And so much of section ten of said act as provides for 
the separate enrollment of each class, be, and the same is 
hereby, repealed; and it shall be the duty of the board of 
enrollment of each district to consolidate the two classes 
mentioned in the third section of said act. 





And to insert in lieu thereof the following: 

That the national forces of the United Stites not now in 
the military service, enrolled under this act, shall be divided 
inte two ela 83 the tirst of which shall comprise all per 
sous subject to domilitary duty between the ages of twenty 
and forty-five vears, and who are uumarried; the second 
class shall comprise all other persons subjeetto do military 
duty; and the persons of the sé eoud elas hall not, in any 
district, be called into the service ot the United States un 
til those of the first class shall have been called. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. Mr. President, the classi- 
fication which we find in the original law has not 
much reason perhaps for its support. 1 will read 
that section, and then the Senators can under- 
stand the proposed change, Section three of the 
law, as it stands, is as follows: 

“'That the national forces of the United States not now 
in the military service, enrolled ander this act, shall be di 
vided into two classes: the first of which shall comprise 
all persons subject to do military duty between the ages of 
twenty and thirty-five years, and all unmarticd persons 
subject to do military duty above the age of thirty-five and 
under the age of forty-five; the second class shall comprise 
all other persons oh ect to domilitary duty, aud they shall 
not, in any district, be called into the service of the United 
States until those of the first class shall have been called.”’ 

Which amounts to just this, that unmarried 
persons between twenty and forty-five, and mar- 
ried persons between twenty and thirty-five, con- 
stituted one class, and married persons between 
thirty-five and forty-five another class. Of course 
it very often occurred that it was quite as difficult 
for married persons between twenty and thirty- 
five to go to the service as for those between 
thirty- fiv and forty-five. The obligations to the 
family are the same; but with a family of small 
c hildre nitis frequently more difficult forthe father 
to leave that family when he is between twe nty 
and thirty five than isthe case with men between 
the ages of thirty-five — forty-five. In that 
» fire que ntly y able tosome 
extent to provide for tx mselves, but where the 
father is between twenty and thirty- five he fre- 
quently has to Jeave a family of very small chil- 
dren. 

Now, I propose by the amendment that instead 
of that classification there shall be just the dis- 
tinction between married and unmarried persons; 
that all unmarried persons shall constitute the first 
class, and that class shall be exhausted before 
married persons shall be called into the service at 
all; and then [eare not whether the unmarried 
persons beallowed to pay the commutation money 
or not; whether they be the sons of poor men or 
rich men, if you p lease, let them go to the ser- 
vice; but for the marrie dl men, I hope the clause 
will be continued, allowing them to pay the com- 
mutation money. This distinction tis a fair one, 
between married and unmarried persons, 

As Lhad oceasion tosay during the discussion 
yesterday, a conscription law nnot be very pop- 
ular. Perhaps what I said was not well under- 

stood, or was miscouceived by the Senator from 
M: issachusetts in his remarks this morning. He 
said that we ouglit not to have any reference to the 


class of cases children a 


I think, however, that the Senate should stand |! question of popularity in our legislation. Inrespect 
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to the effect of my vote upon myself, Ido not 
pose to look to the quest ion whe thes it | 








ular measure or not; but in re spect to the ; 

mind, whether a law fall favorab! ly uy 
public mind or not, it is the duty of stat 
conside r that question, And whi nh we are 
lating upon so delicate a question as this, 

men mto the worl ry service, to leave thei 
ilies in many -ases unprepared, We oug ht to have 


in our minds the while, whether the measure js 
as acceptable to the public as it can be mad: nd 
it is our duty to the country, to the people, and 
to the Administration, to make this mea as 
palatable to the public as we can make j 

Now, sir, if we first require the unmarried men 
of the country to enter the military service, and 
will not callupon the married men until thetclass 
is exhausted, we shall have stripped this legis|,- 
tion of one very obj ctionable feature. Itis a hay | 
thing for a man to leave his family; and thes, 

teneed not be surprised that in the country ther 
is much prejudice excited in the public mind by 
legislation which forces a man to leave his wif, 
and his children, It isa very powerful sentim 
and when a man is foreed to leave the ehild, 
whom he longs to provide for when he cannot w 
do it, we need not be surprised that that law is 
unpopular; but if we first require the unmarried 
men of the country to go into the service, and do 
not eall upon the married men at all until that 


ar 


sure 


class is exhausted, we have certainly acconmo- 
dated the law to a very great extent to the popu 
larsentiment. [think that, in view of theefficiency 
of the law and the success of the Administratioy, 
we ought to do this. 

Mr. HOWE. Mr. President, [ submit that if 
we adoptthe amendment proposed by the Senator 
from Indiana, we ought to amend the title of the 
bill so that it will be, a bill to amend the enroll- 
ment actand also to encourage matrimony; for 
the effect of his amendment, if adopted, I think, 
would inevitably be to drive all unmarried men in 
the country into matrimony, and the first class 
would be absorbed in the second before the very 
first draft was commenced under the amended act, 
In the State of Wisconsin, the Legislature p 
vided for paying a certain additional sum, I think 
five dollars a month, to the families of married 
persons who volunteered into the Army. Thi 
result has been that very many persons have vol- 
unteered onone day and got married on the next; 
aud very many suc +h marriages have taken place, 
1 am told, between parues who were not entire 
strangers, but who never had certainly contem- 
plated, either of them, matrimony the day before 
the enlistment. 

I should seriously apprehend thatif this amend- 
ment be adopted we should have all the mag 
trates and clergymen of the country applying for 
relief. They would want clerks to relieve them 
from the press of business on their hands, matr- 
mony would be so peopel ir and so frequent. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question Ison 
the amendment of the Senator from Indiana. 

The amendment was rejected—ayes ten, noes 
not counted, 

Mr. DIXON. As the fourteenth section wi! 
probably cause considerable discussion, | ask 
leave to introduce at this time the amendment 
which I proposed the other day, and which has 
been printed, 

The Secretary read the amendment, as follows: 


ee) 


In section two, line thirty-four, after the word “two,” 
insert: 

Lighth, all persons recognized as clergymen or religi 
ministers by the ecclesiastical authority of the denomina 
tion or coummunion of which they are members. 

Mr. DIXON. Mr. President, I gave notice & 
few days since of my intention, with the leave of 
the Senate, to introduce a bill exe mpting minis- 
ters of re ligion, of all communions, from the oper- 
ation of the enrollment act. The amendment 
which I have now offered furnishes me an earlier 
opportunity to test the opinion of the Senate on 
the subject, 

The original bill, which is now propose od t 
amended by thel sill of the Senator from Massachu- 
setts, and which | propose still further to ame! nd, 
was passed near the end of the lust session of tn 
Thirty- -Seventh Congress, when there was 
time for deliberation and discussion. It was! 
proposed to exempt clergymen; but the question 
was but briefly discusse d, and was not very de 


o be 


| liberately considered. The public mind has since 
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dto it. So far as I ean speak of public 
+ it is strongly in favor of the exemp- 


: sed. Thisis a consideration that, ina 
that now waged, which 1s eminently the 
- war, is not without weight. 
| vain, inall wars, and im all countries, min- 
ors of religion have been exempte d from military 
saree No ( Shristian country on the gclobe now 
d mands such service fromthem. Never before, 


ep faras tam informe od, have the laws of any Cly- 
‘vod or Christian country called into the field 
those consecrated to sacerdotal duties, What is 
there in the condition of this country, atthis time, 
, should cause us now to adopta diffe rent 

-y? Those who would be obtained as sol- 
rs are few in number, and physically or nu- 
me ly would scarcely be felt. To subject 
n to enforced military duty ts therefore totally 

essary, and seems an utter disregard of the 


wih 


ub d . . - 
expressed opinion of mankind and a violation of 
the sanctity of their religious duties. Even in the 
dire extremity of the rebel authorities, their clergy 
ere exempted from conscription, 

The clergy minister to the wants of the families 
of our brave soldiers during their absence, com- 
forting them in their sorrows, and in death giving 
them Christian burial, They save the lives of 
thousands of our brave soldiers by bringing be- 
fore their congregations the claims of the various 
no charities de: voted to their aid. 

They are, with rare exceptions, loyal; and 
loyal clergy at home is needed to counteract the 
baneful influence ofa diskoyal press. Many other 
reasons might be enumerated; but not now de- 

riug to occupy the time of the Senate, I content 
myself with one final reason, which to my mind 
is superior to all others. [tis this: the ministers 
of the Christian religion cannot, in my judgment, 
consistently with the duties of their sacred call- 
ing, engage in the bloody work of war. The 
Master whom they serve, and by whose author- 
ity they are consecrated to minister in holy things, 
has said that His kingdom is not of this wor! Id. 
The war now waged by this Government against 

raitors Who inarmed force are leagued against 

ry existence, is im my opinion the holiest 

war in Which any portion of mankind have ever 
wen engaged. YetIl donot wish to see its battles 
ought by the ministers of religion. I shrink from 
the sight of men devoted to its high and holy 
duties acting in our armies as the executioners of 
traitors, ‘They have ay r,a holier duty. Not 
for them to wield is the sword of vengeance; not 
ir them ** the battle of the warrior, with confused 

- » . ’ 
e, and garments rolled in blood. 
Tne fact to which I have already alluded, that 
every nation and among every pe ople, Pagan, 
ewish, and Christian, the ministers of religion 
ive been exempted from every obligation which 

involved the shedding of human blood in hostile 
encounter, shows that this exemption rests on 
something so Yke an instinct that it springs to its 

miclusion without an argument; for | am not 

ware thatthe justice and propriety of the exemp- 
tion have ever been made matters of formal dis- 
juisition. Yet prec edents and authority ure not 
wanting. Lask leave to read to the Senate an 
extract from Bingham’s Christian Antiquities, 
Volume one, page 374: 

“ Section 1.—No Soldier to be ordained. 

‘A third inquiry was made into men’s outward state and 

ition in the world. For there were some ec: ulings and 
sof life whieh debarred men from the privilege “of Or- 

i, Hot because they were esteemed absolutely sinful 
eatious, but because the duties attending them were com 
mouly incompatible and inconsistent with the offices of the 
fy. Of this nature were all those callings which come 
under the general name of militia Romana, whic h we can- 
> so properly English the military life as tie service of 
ne Cr apo", For it includes several offices, as well civil as 
IY; ; the Romans, as Gothofred and other learned per 
have observed, calling all inferior offices by the name 
ulitia, So there were three sorts of it, militia palatina, 
t castrensis or armata, and militia presidialis or co 
wats; the first including the officers of the emperor’s 
hi mt; the second the armed soldiery of the camp; and 

hird the apparitors and officials of judges and govern- 
thee ae es; all of which were so tied to their service 
6 a ti ‘ey could not forsake their station. And for that rea- 

taine i laws of the State forbade any of them to be enter 
‘ mom “as ecclesiastics or ordained among the clergy. Ho 
Us, the emperor, particularly made a law to this pur 
‘that none, who were originally tied to the military 
ras some Were even by birth, should, either betore or 
© wacy a re entered upon that life, take upon them any 
' Ofice, or think to excuse themselves from their 
eat ee the notion of becoming eeclesiastical per 
matte lhe canons of the Church seein to have earried the 
tho ee further; forthey forbade the ordination of any 
lad been soldiers after baptism, because they might 


j 
\ 


Pose 


perhaps have imbrued their nds in bloc his appears 
trom the letters of Tnnovent f, who blames the Spauish 
churches lor ndmitting such p ons into orders, alleging 
1 CAUONS tue ¢ ‘ il Lie first council of 
Poledo torbid ul i 1 lained deacons, though 
they had never b ico rned in * shedding of blood,’ t 
cause, though they had not actually mad blood, yet by en 
tering Upon Wie militiry tite they had obliged tThemrelves, 
it occasion had so required, to lav mei. Whichseers 


to import that soldiers might be allowed in the inferior ser 
Viees, but were not to be admitted to the sacred and superior 
orders of the Chureh.”’ 


[ will quote also from Waddington’s History 
of the Church, page 166. To a petition that 
ecclesiastics should be exempted from military 
service the Emperor Charlemague replied as fol- 
lows: 


“Ty our desire both to reform ourselves and to leave an 
example to our successors, we ordain that no eeclesiastic 
shall join the ariny, except two or three bishops chosen.by 
the others, to give the bevediction, preaeh, celebrate mass, 
take care of the sick, and give the unction of Loly oil and 
the viaticum. But these shall carry no arms, neither shall 
they go to battle nor shed any blood, but shall be contented 
to carry relies and holy vessels, and to pray forthe combat 
ants. The other bishops who remain at their churches 
shall send their vassals well armed with us or at our dis 
posal, and shall pray for us and our army. For the peopte 
and the kings who have permitted their priests to fight 
along with them have not gained the advantage in their 
Wars, as we know from what has happened in Gaul, in 
Spain, and in Lombardy. Llu adopting the contrary prac 
tice we hope to obtain victory over the pagans, and finally 
everlasting life.”? 





In the Christian church the prine iple finally re- 
solved itselfinto the maxim, ** Ecclesia abhorret a 
sanguine.”’ Ecclesia here being equivalent to 
clerici—the ecclesiastical functionaries. To evade 
the force of this rule in a darkéned age, when life 
was to be taken by an ecclesiastical sentence, there 
was a formal makin rover of the victim to the sec- 
ular arm, Tl Hist ule remains so absolute ll) Kng- 
land that the bishops withdraw when there is a 
question touching human life. 

Perhaps these authorities and precedents may 
not tell with much effect on the advocates of the 
provision subjecting ministers of religion to en- 
forced military service; but I am sure that the 
taste, judgment, and feeling of the people of this 
country revolt against it, and accord with the an- 
cientand universal practice. Whether men be im- 
bued with-religious feeling themselves or not, it 
is shocking to them that the hands which distrib- 
ute the commemorative and symbolic signs of 
man’s redemption should be compelled to wield 
swords and muskets raised in deadly conflict. 

In this ave of the world the strength and power 
of anation are not resolved mere ly into the phys- 
ical and materialelements of either. Among moral 
elements, religion has confessedly a place. Who 
will venture to assert thatthe inflaence of religion 
is not vitally connected with the character of the 
ministers of religion asa class? Any law which 
forces clergymen, not ouly into the actual com- 
mingling and rina poner with deeds of violence 
and bloodshed, but into associations with men 
who m: iy nee d their instructions, yet withoutany 
facilities for doing among these men the only work 
they are fitted to do; nay, which deprives them 
by its provisions of the power of discharging the 
obligations by which they have bound themselves 
to God and man; any such law, I say, must 
operate to the serious detriment, if not the over- 
throw, of religion and the religious sentiment, as 
a creat moral power 1n the nation. 

1 do not see any force in the argument that any 
exemption which would apply to the clergy may 
be equally claimed by any individuals or sect al- 
leging conscientious scruples. Aclergyman’s pro- 
fession isa fact—a fact with certain consequences, 
recognized by the common judgmentof mankind, 
The other claim of exemption is grounded on an 
opinion, which not only may be wrong, but in 
the common judgment of m: iwkind is wrong. 

Should clergymen be exempted by the amend- 
ment which | have offered, it will be necessary 
to guard against one difficulty which may lead to 
an abuse of the exemption, The tithe minister 
of the gospel is in this country a very vague one. 
In the hope of escaping military service the vague- 
ly applied appellation of ‘* reverend’’ may be as- 
sumed, I suppose there is inevery r ligious body 
some responsible authority. Some rule, therefore, 


ought to be specified by which the real status of 


any person claiming exemption as a clergyman 
might be ascertained and proved. I have there- 
fore so drawn my amendment as to exempt only 
those recognized as relimious ministers by the 


| ecclesiastical authority of the denomination of 
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which theva members lL ask that the question 
on my amendment be take y yeas and nays. 

Th \ s Ww ‘ i u 

Mr. LA NE, hud I si cerhunly say 
bULA Very lew w ls iu UE Speak at 
all af th yeas a \ tied. 

In my Srat rmry Hare among the most 
patriotic class we have in the whole State, aul J 


have heard no complaint against this provision of 
the conscriptionlaw. They preach forthe Union, 
and pray for the Union, and | am perfe Uy will 
Ing that the y shall fig elt for the Unton. ln order 
to maintain the power and efficiency of the clerg 
they should bear the burdens of their flock; ond 
any man who goes into the military service under 
this conscription law will have more power after- 
wards than he has ever had before to lead the 
people into the right way. ‘The precedent drawn 
from the history of Charlemagne, tender-hearted 
and Christian as he was, shall not mfaluence my 
vote. 1am willing and anxious that every min- 
ister shall stand his chance to be conscripted, 
equally with his flock. 

Mr. HARLAN. Mr. President, the Senator 


from Indiana has stated a fact which is equally 


true in the State which IT have the honor of rep- 


resenting in part. Ihave never heard a minister 
in my State complain of the law as it now stands. 
I have heard them in their ecclesiastical organiza 
tions thank God that their manhood had bees 
recognized at least by Congress. I do not think 
the law, as it stands, is complain ved of auy where 
by those who are officiating as cle rgymen; and I 
hope, therefore, the law may remain as it is. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I trust the Senator from 
Connecucut will withdraw his amendment, or 
that we shall postpone the vote on his proposition 
until after the question of the fourteenth section 
is dispose d of. It may be right enough to make 
special provision for clergymenin case we refuse 
commutation to citizens generally. I say the 
question had better be taken after that. [‘‘ Oh, 
no!??] 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yi as 9, bay: s 33; as follows: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Anthony, Dixou, Doolittle, Hicks, Mor- 


rill, Saulsbury, Sumner, Van Winkle, and Willey—9. 

NAYS—Messrs. Buckalew, Chavdler, Clark, Collamer, 
Conness, Cowan, Davis, Fessenden, Poot, Pc ster, Grimes, 
Harding, Harhin, Harris, Henderson, Hendricks, Howard, 
Johnson, Lane of Indiana, Lane ot Kansas, Morgan, Nes 
inith, Pomeroy, Powell, Ramsey, Sherman, Sprague, Ten 
Eyck, Trumbull, Wade, Wilkinson, Wilson, and Ww right 
—t 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. WILSON. ‘hair an umend- 


ment that [intend to offer at the proper time. I 


I se nd t ithe ¢ 


ask that it be read, and if we do not act on the 


bill to-night I should like to have it printed. It 


is an important proposition, and [ want Senators 
to consider it carefully. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The proposed 
amendment will be read for the information of 
the Se nate, 

The Secretary read, as follows: 

And be it further enacted, That any persons resident in 
the States of Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, 
Georgia, Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, Texas, 
or Arkansas, who may voluntarily entist in the onilitary 
service of the United States for the term of twee years, 
shall be entitled to the benefits and privileges of this act; 
and such persons shall be mustered into the regiments or 
other organizations of whateoever States they may elect; 
and the States into whose regiments or other organizations 
they may be mustered shall receive credit tor such per 
sons the same as though they were enlisted in such States 
Provided, That person= of African descent shall be mus 
tered only into regiments Or other or 
or to be composed of such person 


Mr. WILSON. Ido not move that amend- 
ment now, but | merely give notice that I shall 
offer it hereafter, 


Mr. JOLINSON. 


ginuizations composed 


Will the Senator from Mas- 


sachusetts inform me whet rsous to the seve 
eral States desi bled Wed W tright, wath- 
out the passage of \ . lo tife seorviee 
of the United Stat I d e amend- 
ment to be proposed u \ ypothesis that as 
the laws now stand, citizens of the several States 


named in the amendment, or, in other words, citi- 
zens of the seceded States, would not be received 
into the service of the United States. Ido not 


understand that to be the law. 

Mr. WILSON. [nh reply to the Senator, [will 
this: we are raisu . \ ' ts, | 
hin, im the State of bs Lanes 


! 
, 


Since General Burnside entered into East Ten- 
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it thirty-five hundred 


ehaveetr ted abot 


nessee, W } 
men. So itis reported to me. We are enlisting 
men now in Arkansas; we are enlisting men in 


ind General Banks, it is re ported, has 
enlisted some in ‘Texas. I suppose we can enlist 
all the black men and the white men in the region 
of country in rebellion, if we can get them into 
our ranks. The difficulty is to get them, to offer 
motives for them to go. It will require some ex- 
pense to reach them, because in a great many of 
those States, where we hold military possession, 
and appear to cover a large section of the coun- 
try, no man can go ten miles off the guarded lines 
without being shot down or exposing his life; 
running the risk of it, at any rate. 

Now, what! wish to accomplish by this amend- 
ment is, to allow the States, the counties, the 
towns, or the officers of the States having regiments 
in the field, or individuals, to enlist any persons 
in the rebel States; to let the white men go into 
their regiments, and let the colored men be organ- 
ized into companies and regiments. I think that 
if we allow it we can weaken the conscription 
there, and weaken the rebellion thus much, and 
we can raise many thousand men in the next 
three or four months. 1 see no reason in the 
world why we should not do it, why that coun- 
try should not be open to us to enlist all the men 
we can; and asa motive to it, let the States in 
whose reviments the white men have the 
credit of them. We shall thus induce a great 
many men to offer bounties to these persons to 
go into the service—not bounties by the Federal 
Government, but bounties will be offered by in- 
dividuals, by towns, by counties, by States. I 
think we ought to do it. 
ever, to press it now, 


Louisiana; 


rr 
fo, 


I do not propose, how- 
L only call attention to it 
now as an amendment intended to be offered. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Lunderstand thatthe House 
of Representatives has acted on our amendments 
to the joint resolution we had up this morning, 
adopting them all. We may therefore as well 
now take up the resolution in regard to a recess, 
and determine that question one way or the other. 
I move to lny aside the pending bill with a view 
to take up that resolution. 

Mr. POWELL. Before that question is put, 
I desire to submit informally an amendment to 
the pending bill for the purpose of having it 
printe d. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
made if there be no objection, 

Vir. TRUMBULL, Mr. HOWE, Mr. DIXON, 
and Mr. HENDRICKS also submitted amend- 
ments, which were received informally, and or- 
dered to be printed. ; 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is on 
the motion of the Senator from Ohio to postpone 
the pending bill, and take up the resolution indi- 
cated by him. 

The motion was agreed to. 


That order will be 


MESSAGE FROM TILE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. McPuerson, its Clerk, announced that 
the Llouse had passed a bill (No. 35) to provide 
for the deficiency in the appropriation for the pay 
of officers and men actually employed in the 
Western department, or department of Missouri; 
in whieh the concurrence of the Senate was re- 
quested. 

ADJOURNMENT OVER THE HOLIDAYS. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The resolution has 
been amended, and 1s now before the Senate for 
concurrence as amended, 

Mr. JOHNSON. 
stands, 

The Secretary read, as follows: 

Resolved, (the Senate concurring,) That when the two 
Houses of Congress adjourn on Wednesday the 23d instant, 
it shall be until Tuesday the Sth day of January, 1864. 

Mr. FESSENDEN called for the yeas and nays 


on the adoption of the resolution, and they were 


ordered; and being taken, resulted—yeas 27, nays | 


15; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Buckalew, Cowan, Davis, 
Dixon, Doolittle, Foster, Harris, Henderson, Hendricks, 
Hicks, Howard, Howe, Johnson, Lane of Indiana, Mor- 
gan, Nesmith, Pomeroy, Powell, Ramsey, Saulsbury, Sher- 
man, Sprague, Van Winkle, Wilkinson, Willey, and 
Wright—27. 


I ask thatit be read as it now 


NAYS—Messrs. Chandler, Clark, Collamer, Conneces, 1] 


Fessenden, Foot, Grimes, Harding, Harlan, Morrill, Sum- 
ner, Ten Eyck, Trumbull, Wade, and Wilson—15. 


So the resolution was agreed to, as amended. 
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ILOUSE BILL REFERRED. 
On motion of Mr. HENDERSON, the bill (H. 
R. No. 35) to provide for the de ficiency in the ap- 
propriation for the pay of officers and men actually 


| employed in the Western department, or depart- | 


ment of Missouri, was taken up, read twice by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Military 


| Affairs and the Militia. 


GENERALS WITHOUT COMMANDS. 


Mr. TRUMBULL submitted the following res- || 


olution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to fur 
nish the Senate with the names ofallofthe major and briga- 
dier generals Who are withoutcommands equal to a brigade, 
stating how long each has been without such command, 
and whethereach has a staff; and if so, how numerous, and 
of what rank, and what amount of pay, including commu- 
tations and rations, each, including those of his staff, has 
been reeeiving while so without a command; and also that 
he inform the Senate how many major and brigadier gen- 
erals are in command of departinents, districts, and posts 
in the loyal States; and whether any necessity exists that 
requires that these departinents, districts, and posts should 
be commanded by officers of such high rank, with their 
numerous and expensive staffs. 


Mr. COLLAMER. I think the resolution ought 


to be addressed to the President, instead of the Sec- 


retary of War. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator 


from Illinois ask for the present consideration of | 


the resolution? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Yes, sir. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I think the resolution had 
better lie on the table for the present. 1 move that 
the Senate adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Turspay, December 22, 1863. 
The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
by the Chaplain, Rev. W. H. Cuannine. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved, 
The SPEAKER stated that the first business in 
order was the call of committees for reports. 


PERSONAL EXPLANATION, 

Mr. BROWN, of Wisconsin. [rise toa priv- 
ileged question. I wish to make an explanation 
of my vote yesterday on the amendment of the 
gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Harpine] to the 
joint resolution appropriating money for bounties 
to soldiers. 

The SPEAKER, That is nota privileged ques- 
tion; nor is it a question of privilege. Itrequires 
unanimous consent. Is there any objection? 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I object. 


Prayer 


The SPEAKER then proceeded to call the com- | 
|| mittees for reports. 


POST OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. STEVENS, from the Committee of Ways 


and Means, reported a bill making appropriations 
for the service of the Post Office Department dur- 
ing the fiscal year ending 30th June, 1865; which 
was read a first and second time by its title, re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. STEVENS. I move that the bill be made 
a special order for the 6th day of January next. 

The motion was agreed to. 


CARMACK AND RAMSEY. 
Mr. HOLMAN, from the Committee of Claims, 


reported the following resolution, upon which he | 


demanded the previous question: 
Resolved, That the First Comptroller of the Treasury be 


requested to suspend further proceedings in reference to | 
the claim of Carmack & Ramsey against the United States, | 


referred to him by the sixth section of an act of Congress, 
entitled “An act making appropriations for the service or 


the Post Office Department during the fiscal year ending 30th || 
| June, 1857,”’ approved August 18, 1856, until further action || 


of Congress touching the same. 
Mr. COX. I desire ‘to say to the gentleman 


from Indiana that I saw the Comptroller last | 


evening. 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 

Mr. COX. 
his benefit. The First Comptroller has already 
suspended action on that case. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Well, 1 would rather have 
that done by the authority of the House. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman with- 
draw the demand for the previous question? 

Mr. HOLMAN. No, sir, except for the pur- 
pose of saying afew words. It has been well 


] want to make an explanation for | 








December 22, 


understood that the First ¢ comptroller of the Tr: 1‘ 
ury was required by law to examine and sett] 
this claim. It is desirable now that before hoe 
acts finally on it Congress should have an 
portunity of expressing itself again with refer. 
ence to the merits of the act of 1856. This res. 
| olution can do no possible injury, and will, at 
|| least, have the effect of justifying the First Comp. 
| troller of the Treasury in suspending further nie. 
| ceedings. ; 
Mr. COX. The only reason of my remark 
was that 1 did not think the action of the Comp- 
troller justified any reflection on his characte 
Mr: HOLMAN. This resolution does jo: 
| reflect upon him, nor has anything been said her 
or elsewhere reflecting on his conduct. This js 
| merely to request him to suspend action on the 
| claim until further action of Congress. Neither 
the integrity nor ability of the First Comptroller 
of the Treasury has been called in question, 
Mr. DAWES. I wish to inquire from the gep- 
tleman from Indiana, at whose suggestion it js 
that this matter is now proposed to be taken from 
the control of the First Comptroiler of the Tyeas- 
|| ury, before whom it has been already argued on 
written agreement between the parties. — 
Mr. HOLMAN. There isa joint resolution 
before the House, which has been referred to the 
Committee of Claims, on which I presume there 
|| will be a report referring the whole subject to the 
Court of Claims. It will be remembered that this 
| whole question arises under the sixth section of 
| the actof 1856, authorizing the First Comptroller 
of the Treasury to adjust the claim of Carmack 
|| & Ramsey against the Government for the trans- 
|| portation of mails on a certain mail route, on 
|| which no service was ever actually performed. 
|| The purpose of the joint resolution is to refer th: 
|| whole subject from the First Comptroller of «J 
| Treasury to the Court of Claims, where it can 
|| be more properly investigated by a full court. It 
|| is for the purpose of suspending proceedings until 
| that joint resolution can be acted on that this 
| resolution has been reported. 
|| Mr. DAWES. One word more. I did not 
hear the gentleman distinctly. 1 want to know 
whether I understand the case rightornot. I wish 
| to know whether it is a fact that this matter has 
| 


. 
r 


been heard before the Comptroller, on a written 
| agreement between the parties—the Government 
|| on one side and the claimants on the other— 
|| whether this resolution does not come in just as 
| the Comptroller is about to make up his judgment, 
|| and whether it does not come from the same par- 
|| ties who agreed to submit it to the Comptroller, 
and who have been heard by counsel before the 
Comptroller. I only wish to ask the gentleman 
if | understand it right. 
Mr. HOLMAN. I do understand that ' 
|| subject has been before the First Comptroller of 
the Treasury. I understand, too, that certain 
testimony has been taken before him. | do not 
understand, however, that the case has been final- 
| ly heard, and that he is prepared to render his 
| judgment. But I do understand, from the corre- 
spondence which hascome before the House, that 
| he regards the sixth section of the act of 1556.03 
| settling the question that the contract under which 
these parties assert their claim was a valid con- 
tract against the Government, and that it Is his 
duty under that section to determine simply ‘he 
|| amount of damages which these parties should 
|| receive. 4 
|| It will be recollected by my friend from Mas- 
|| sachusetts that this subject has been before former 
Comptrollers of the Treasury. A report }s 
been made, adverse to this claim entirely, since 
the passage of the act of 1856. And | am pro’ 
ably violating no confidence in saying, for | 00'y 
know what is generally known by members 0! 
|| the House, that it is well understood that (ie 
'| Post Office Department, believing that these par 
ties have no just claim whatever against the Gov 
ernment—and such has been the basis of ‘e 
action of this House—has been disposed to favors 
I will not say a suspension of the act of 1500, "' 
a reference of the utah to 2 tribunal before whic 
it can be more properly heard. The First Gomp- 
troller of the'T'reasury is not a very appropria! 
| tribunal to try a great case against the Govern” 
ment, involving millions of dollars. The Court 
Claims is certainly a more appropriate — 


| and the purpose 1s to refer the whole subjec! 


| that tribunal. 


| 


nis 
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Mr. DAWES. I wish to know from my friend 
whe ther the Post Office Department did not ob- 
tain from the Comptroller the basis on which this 
was to be settled before the case was submitted to 
him; and whether the Post Office Department did 
not after that agree with the claimants to submit 
this question to the eae ee as ithad 
heen to his predecessor. And I ask whether my 
friend is not aware of the fact thatthe Comptroller 
of the Treasury, just before his death, had this 
matter submitted to him by the Post Office De- 
iment with the consent of the claimants, and 
that he had prepared a report, but was stricken 
down the day before he had made it up and en- 
tered judgment in this matter? Does he not know i| 
that the matter came before Congress after that? 
Why, sir, it was heard here in this House; and | 
subsequently to that the Post Office Department 
had these claimants enter Into a written agree- 
ment, after learning from the Comptroller upon 
what basis he proposed to hear this case, to sub- 
mit it to them. I want to know if my friend does 
not know, further, that, in a written stipulation 
filed by their attorney, both the Post Office De- | 
nartment and the claimants agreed that they had 
submitted all of the evidente and all of the argu- 
ments that they desired ? 

Now, | do not know what the judgment is to || 
be. Ido not care what itis tobe. I only say 
that, after the Government has chosen its own 
tribunal and gone before it with these claimants, 
and because it suspects that the judgment is not 
going to be in its favor, or because it thinks that 
the decision will be unfavorable, it now proposes || 
to transfer it to another tribunal more favorable 
to its interest. It is the last party in the world | 
that oughtto distrust its own tribunal,and come in 
here, after procuring adjournment after adjourn- 
ment before the trial—to come in here as it Is pro- 
posed, take it away from the Comptroller, and 
refer it to the Court of Claims. I do not want, 
for one, that the Governmentshould be placed in 
that position, 

Mr. HOLMAN. Mr. Speaker, I know this, so 
far as the point made by the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts is concerned, that this subject was re- 
ferred to the Comptroller of the Treasury. Mr. 
Medill, the then Comptroller of the Treasury, in- 
vestigated the whole subject, and he made an able 
report to Congress. That report has probably 
beenexamined by every gentleman who hears my 


voice. 


pal 


not a single dollar was due from the Government 
of the United States to these claimants—not one | 
single cent. ‘There has never been any pretense 
that the Government realized any benefit from the | 
contract, or that the contract was ever consum- 
mated. By this decision it is established that these 
parties have not the shadow of a claim against the 
Government of the United States. ; 

This was the only adjudication on this subject | 
by which the Government of the United States | 
should be bound. It was the final determina- |} 
tion of the whole question. After this, I admit 
that the question was brought again, as these | 
questions are brought constantly, to the consider- 
ation of a succeeding Comptroller of the Treas- 
ury, the late Mr. Whittelsey, and it is said that he 
was prepared to make a report, which was pre- 
vented by hisdeath. Whatthe substance of that 
report was we are not informed, although some on 
the other side seem to have been. That is the | 
report of the Comptroller to which my friend re- || 
fers. That the Post Office Department consented | 
‘o refer this matter to the Comptroller—if such is 
the fact, and I have no information on that subject 
—does not, in the most equitable view of the case, | 
preclude the further action of Congress. 

Mr. KASSON. Lask the gentleman to yield 
to me for a moment. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Inone moment. Whether 
ithas been referred by the present Postmaster 
General to this tribunal or not cannot be a ques- | 
tion of consequence. The question is now, the 
subject having beer, acted on by one Comptroller 
and ably reported against, whether this claim 
should be passed on again, or whether it should 
be referred, in justice to all of the parties con- 
cerned, to a tribunal sufficiently numerous in its 
clements of judicial qualities as the Court of 
Claims? It isa mere question of policy. In allow- 
ing this question to come before one of the officers 
of the Government, I think that the Government 
of the United States has shown extraordinary || 


| the other day the resolution on this subject 


| luctant to cast. 


It establishes the fact, beyond cavil, that I" 


| ask one question by common consent. 


favor to these claimants. They ought to see, 
when there has been one adjudication on this 
subject by one officer, to whom it was referred 
by law, that that should be final and conclusive. 
This proposition is to suspend this proceeding 
until Congress shall act on the resolution to refer 
the whole subject to the Court of Claims, whose 
decision must necessarily be final. I will now 
yield to the gentleman from Iowa, [Mr. Kasson,] 
as | propose to call the previous question. 


Mr. KASSON. Mr. Speaker, when I offered 





Mr.SPALDING. | object to yielding the floor. 
Mr. MORRILL. If the gentleman from Indi- 


ana will yield to me, | will renew the demand for 
the previous question. 


Mr. SPALDING. I object. 

Mr. HOLMAN. It is well known that if ob- 
jection be made to my yielding the floor, and | 
yield it without moving the previous question, I 
lose the right to the floor. 

Mr. MORRILL. I will renew the demand for 


the previous question if the gentleman will yield 
to me. 


Mr. HOLMAN. 
tleman with that understanding. 

Mr. MORRILL. I do not know anything 
ubout the special merits of this controversy be- 
tween the Post Office Department and these con- 


| tractors, but | do know something about the char- 
| acter of the First Comptroller, and I know that 


he is as well qualified to decide this question as 
any member of the Court of Claims, either as to 
professional capacity or as to integrity; and if the 
question is now taken out of his hands it will be 
a personal imputation upon that officer which | 
think this House, if they knew him, would be re- 
I have nothing further to say. 

Mr. STEVENS. I would ask the gentleman, 
before he moves the previous question, how many 
million dollars this claim is supposed to involve? 

Mr. MORRILL. It involves, at the utmost, 
$113,000. 

Mr. STEVENS. 
about two millions. 

Mr. KASSON. [can state to the gentleman 
that it involves $1,800,000. 

Mr. DAWES. I think I am authorized to say 
that no such claim has ever been made. 

Mr. KASSON. I have seen it. 

Mr. MORRILL. In response to the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania, I say that the claim, at 
the utmost, involves only $113,000. I now re- 
new the demand for the previous question, and 
move to /ay the resolution upon the table. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I hope I shall be allowed to 
I would 
like to know how long this claim has been pend- 
ing? 

Mr. STEVENS. Since I was a boy. [Laugh- 
ter. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
debate. 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 

The question was taken on Mr. Morriu’s 
motion; and the House refused to lay the resolu- 
tion on the table. 

The House then divided on seconding the pre- 
vious question, and there were—ayes 32, noes 14; 
no quorum voting. 

Mr. STEVENS called for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered, and Messrs. Hotman and 
SLOAN were appointed. 


I understand it amounts to 


I object to 


I yield the floor to the gen- | 


The House divided, and the tellers reported— | 


| ayes 65, noes 30. 


So the previous question was seconded. 

The main question was then ordered. 

Mr. SPALDING demanded the yeas and nays 
on the adoption of the resolution. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
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ham, Pike, Price, Radford, Samuel J. Randall, William H 
Randall, Robinson, Rogers, Edward H. Rollins, Ross, Sco 
field, Smith, Smithers, Stebbins, John B. Steele, William 
G. Steele, Stevens, Stiles, Strouse, Tracy, Upson, Van 
Vaikenburgh, Elihu B. Washburne, Webster, Whaley, 
Wheeler, Chilton A. White, Joseph W. White, Windom, 
Winfield, Fernando Wood, and Yeaman—109. 
NAYS—Messrs. Alley, Anderson, Ashley, Augustus C. 
Baldwin, Blaine, Brandegee, Cole, Cox, Henry Winter 
Davis, Dawes, Dixon, Eckley, Garfield, Gooch, John H. 
Hubbard, Knapp, McKinney, Morrill, Daniel Morris, No- 


ble, Shannon, Sloan, Spalding, William B. Washburn, 
and Williaums—25. 


So the resolution was agreed to. 

During the roll-call, 

Mr. ALLISON stated that Mr. Witson was 
detained at his room by indisposition. 

Mr. HOLMAN stated that his colleague, Mr. 
HarrincTon, was detained at his room by sick- 
ness, 

The result of the vote having been announced 
as above recorded, 

Mr. HOLMAN moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the resolution was adopted; and also 
moved to lay the motion to reconsider upon the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. HALE, from the Committee of Claims, 
reported back, with a recommendation that it do 
pass, joint resolution No. 11, in relation to the 
claim of Carmack & Ramsey, and moved 1% pre- 
vious question on its engrossmentand third read- 


' r 
ing. 


The joint resolution directs that all the papers 
and evidence touching the claim of Carmack & 
Ramsey, submitted to the First Comptroller of 
the Treasury under the sixth section of the act 
of Congress, approved August 18, 1856, entitled 
** An act making appropriations for the service of 
the Post Office Department during the year end- 
ing June 30, 1857,”’ together with all the questions 


| relating thereto, shall be transferred to the Court 
| of Claims for adjustment and determination. 


The previous question was seconded, and the 


| main question ordered; and under its operation 


the joint resolution was engrossed and read the 
third time. 

The question was taken on the passage of the 
joint resolution, and it was passed. 

Mr. HALE moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the joint resolution was passed; and also 


| moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the 


table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 
STATE GOVERNMENT FOR COLORADO. 


Mr. ASHLEY, from the Committee on Terri- 
tories, oes back a bill (H.R. No. 11) to enable 


the people of Colorado to form a constitution and 


|| State government, and for the admission of such 


State into the Union onan equal footing with the 
original States; which was ordered to be printed, 
and recommitted, 

STATE GOVERNMENT FOR NEBRASKA. 

Mr. ASHLEY also, from the same committee, 
reported back a bill (H. R. No. 14) to enable the 
people of Nebraska to form a constitution and 
State government, and for the admission of such 
State into the Union on an equal footing with the 
original States; which was ordered to be printed, 
and recommitted. 


CLERK TO COMMITTEE. 
Mr. WHALEY, from the Committee on In- 


valid Pensions, reported the following resolution: 


Resolved, Tinat the Committee on Invalid Pensions be 
authorized toemploy aclerk, at the usual compensation of 


| four dollars per day for the time he shall be actually em 
| ployed as such clerk. 


The question was taken; and it was decided in | 


the affirmative—yeas 109, nays 25; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. William J. Allen, Allison, Ames, An- 
cona, Arnold, Baily, John D. Baldwin, Beaman, Jacob B. 
Blair, Bliss, Blow, Boutwell, Boyd, Brooks, Broomall, 
James 8. Brown, William G. Brown, Ambrose W. Clark, 
Cobb, Coffroth, Cravens, Creswell, Dawson, Deming, Den- 
nison, Donnelly, Driggs, Dumont, Edgerton, Eldridge, 
Eliot, English, Farnsworth, Fenton, Finck, Frank, Gan- 
son, Grider, Grinnell, Hale, Hall, Harding, Charles M. 
Harris, Holman, Hooper, Hotchkiss, Asahel W. Hubbard, 
Hutchins, Philip Johnson, William Johnson, Julian, Kas 
son, Kernan, King, Law, Le Blond, Loan, Long, Long- 
year, Lovejoy, McAllister, McClurg, McDowell, McIndoe, 
Middleton, Samuel F. Miller, William H. Miller, Moor 
head, Amos Myers, Leonard Myers, Nelson, Norton, 
Odell, Charles O'Neill, John O'Neill, Orth, Pendleton, Per- 


Mr. WHALEY. Idesire to state that the res- 
olution offered the other day by the gentleman 
from Illinois [Mr. Wasusurne| did not include 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions. That com- 
mittee was allowed a clerk at last Congress, and 
I do not think that any member of it is willing to 


| perform the duties of clerk. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Ilinois. I will state 
that when I introduced a resolution authorizing 
clerks to committees, | omitted inadvertently the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions. That committee 
had a clerk atlast Congress; and certainly I think 
it requires a clerk more than any other commit- 
tee of the House, on account of the amourt of 
business which comes before it. I trust the res- 
olution will pass. 


Tle question was put; and the resolution wag 
adopted. 
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NATIONAL CANAL CONVENTION. 
Mr. A. W. CLARK, from the Joint Committee 
on P; follown 


y resolution: 
Resolved, Tiiat there be printed for the use of this House 
ten thousand copies of Lie memorial of the National Canal 
Convention communicated to this House by the President. 
Mr. LLIOLMAN. 
upon the table. 
Mr. LOVEJOY. I hope the gentleman from 
Indiana will withdraw the motion to lay on the 
tabie. It is not a very large 
printed, : 


I move to lay the resolution 


number to have 


The motion was not withdrawn. 

Mr. STILES called for the yeas and nays on 
the motion to lay on the table 

Mr. LOVEJOY. 

The SPEAKER. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. 
sent, 

Several Members objected. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Th qu tion was taken; 


I sucrcrcsi— 
Debate is not in order. 


Then Las} 


K unanimous con- 


and it was decided in 
the newative-—yeas 52, nays 74; follows: 


YEAS —Messrs. Jacob B. Blair, Bliss, Broomall, James 
8S. Brown, Cox, Cravens, Dawson, Dennison, Donnelly, 
Edgerton, Eldridge, English, Finek, Grider, Hale, Halt, 
Harding, Holtman, Philip Johnson, Williain Jolunson, Kel 
ley, Le Bloud, Long, MeDowell, MeKinneyv, Middleton, 
William tl. Miller, Moorhead, Amos Myers, Leonard 
Myers, Nelson, Noble, Charles O'Neill, Pendicton, Perry, 
Radiord, Samuel J. Randall, Kogers, Scofield, Smith, 
Spatding, Willtam G. Steele, Stevens, Stiles, Strouse, 
Thomas, Trac Wheeler, Chilton A. White, Joseph W. 
White, Williams, and Wilder 2 


NAYS —Meessrs. Janes C. Allen, Alley, Allison, Arnold 


Ashley, Baily, Augustus C. Baldwin, John D. Baldwin, 
Beaman, Blaine, Blow, Boutwell, Boyd, Brandegee, 


Brooks, Ambrose W. Clark, Cobb, Coftfroth, Cole, Creswell, 
Hfenry Winter Davis, Thomas 'T’. Davis, Dawes, Deming, 
Dixon, Driggs, Dumont, Eden, Eliot, Farnsworth, Frank, 
Ganson, Gartield, Gooch, Grinnetl, Charlies M. Harris, 
Hooper, Hotchkiss, Asabel W. Uubbard, John LH. Hub 
bard, Jenckes, Julian, Kasson, Franeis W. Kellogg, Ker 
nan, Loan, Lovejoy, MeClurg, Samuel F. Miller, Morrill, 
Daniel Morris, Norton, Orth, Perham, Pike, Price, William 
ll. Randall, Alexander H. Rice, John H. Riee, Edward HH. 
Robins, Ross, Shannon, Sloan, Smithers, Stebbins, John 
B. Steele, Upson, Van Valkenburgh, Elibu B. Washburne, 
William B. Washburn, Webster, Windom, Winfield, and 
Fernando Wood—74. 

So the HLlouse 
the t ible. 

During the call of the roll, 

Mr. BROOMALL stated that his colleague, 
Mr. ‘Tuaver, was unavoidably absent. 

The question recurred on the resolution. 

Mr. A. W. CLARK. Lask unanimous con- 
sent to make a statement. I believe that some 
members of the House understand the resolution 
as covering the whole report of the proceedings 
of the canal convention at Chicago. It is not 
so. It is merely to print the memorial sent to the 
President, which covers only ten or twelve pages. 

The question was taken; and the resolution 
was adopted, 


refused to lay the resolution on 


WASHINGTON AQUEDUCT REPORT. 
Mr. A. W 


resolution; 


. CLARK submitted the following 
which, under the rules, was referred 
to the Committee on Printing: 

Resolved, That the Superintendent of Public Printing be 
authorized and directed to print for the use of the Wash- 
ington aqueduct department five hundred copies of the 
annual report of the chief engineer of the Washington 
aqueduct to the Secretary of the [nterior. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I do not 
think that that resolution shoei be adopted. It 
sets a bad precedent. 

The SPEAKER. The resolution has been 
referred to the Committee on Printing, under the 
rules. 

BUREAU OF EMANCIPATION, 

Mr. ELIOT, from the select committee on 
emancipation, reported bill to establish a Bu- 
reau of Emancipation; which was read a_ first 
and second time, ordered to be printed, and re- 
committed to the same committee. 


MISSOURL TLOME GUARDS, 


Mr. BLOW. Me. Speaker, I move that the 


rules be suspended, and the House resolve itself 


into the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, to take up the bill appropriating money 
to pay the home guards of Missouri, which was 
made the special order for this morning. 
TheSPEAKER. lt was made the special order 
for postarday , and not from day today until dis- 
pose dof. It seemed to be unde rstood by the re- 


marks that were made that the bill should be made | 





order fet day; aa if th re be no 


objection It W ill be so considered. 

‘There was no objection, 

Mr. BLOW. IL move that the rules be sus- 
pended, and the House resolveitselfinto the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the House resolved itself into the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Love- 
Joy in the chair.) 

The CHAIRMAN stated the first business in 
order to be House bill No. 35, to provide forthe ite- - 
ficiene y inthe appropriation for the pay of officers 
and men actually employ: din the Western “rg - 
partment, or department of Missouri. 

Mr. BLOW. Mr. Chairman, I will yield the 
floor to my colleague, [Mr. MeCuure,] who has 
j niified with the home guards of 
Missouri, in order that he may explain this bill. 

Mr. MeCLURG. Mr. Chairman, I ask the 
attention of the committee but fora few moments. 
Nothing but the importance of the immediate pas- 

age and approval of this bill induces me to make 
the few remarks I shall now attempt. For, sir, 
lcan assure this House I fully appreciate and 
realize the delicate situation of a new member, 
who is in danger, on the one hand, of sacrificing 
the interests of his constituents to too great a det- 
erence to the rules of courtesy which should prop- 
erly be extended to more experience -d members, 
and, on the other hand, of manifesting, from an 
excess of zeal, an improper forwardness tending 
to impair the means of usefulness incident to his 
position, [shall not, therefore, attempta lengthy 
Neither is it necessary. I shall confine 
myself to what I conceive to be strictly and legit- 
imately my duty, and make a few points bearing 
directly upon the hill before the Elouse. | have 
been requested to do so by a portion of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, to whom the bill was 
referred, for a more satisfactory understanding of 
the questions involved by those who have not been 
informed,as 1 am probably bett racquainted with 
the facts than any member present. I shall not 
attempt embellishments, as every member can add 
them at his leisure. 

It will be seen that this bill is to provide for a 
** deficiency ’’in a certain appropriation. It bears 
on its face, therefore, evidence that a former Con- 


ei speci r 





been close ly ide 


spe ech, 


| gress made an appropriation for the same object. 
This is an argument in favor of the justness of 

| the bill. 

| employe od in the Western department, or de pa art- || 


It is ** to pay officers and men actually 


ment of Missouri.”? The history of the case, In 
few words, is this: when slavery attacked ¢ our 
Government, and our noble President, who has in- 
scribed his name upon the roll of the immortal 
rreat, called for volunteers to drive back the threat- 
ening invaders, the State of Missouri had at the 
head of the executive departmenta disloyal Gov- 
ernor, Claiborne F. Jackson, who refused to fur- 
nish even one man for that * diz pene Le 
The attempt was made by this Governor and < 
disloyal Legislature to carry Missouri out of ia 
Union under the operations of a military bill re- 
quiring.all to swear to obey all orders of officers 
placed over them by a traitorous Governor. It 
became necessary for loyalmen to pre pare for self- 
defe nse and the defense of the Government. The 
rush to arms was sudden. Organizations were 
he istily made by those unaccustomed to military 
affairs. ‘They were without due form—not in ac- 
cordance with the — nae Where the pop- 
ulation was nearly equally divided, the first or- 
ganized companies : be maintain the rule. The 
urgency required prompt action. 

Atthis critical period in the history of Missouri 
we had in command a Nathaniel Lyon. The 
loyal heart of Missouri’ s sons found a sympa- 
thetic chord in his breast, which was but too soon 
and too boldly bared to the traitorous foe. He 
realized bis situation. He was surrounded by an 
active, numerous, designing enemy, attempting to 
mature plans for the overthrow of ope the State 
and General Governments. He had but a force 
at his command of a few hundred regulars. He 
responded favorably to the inquiries “of the loyal 
men, and encouraged organizations of what were 
calle a home guards, He gave commissions; he 
promised arms and distributed them so far as was 
in his power, and pledged, so far as he could, the 
Government for the pay forservices. It wasacon- 
test between loyalty and disloyalty in Missouri, 


NAL GL OBE. 


all coming generations as one of traitors. ‘Tj; 


| they fought side by side with the 
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ment, the forms of law than the Government 
Informal organizations were made, and 

tellsthe result. Those home guard organization¢ 
under the leadership of General Lyon, shaped : d 
preserve ~d the loy al sentiment of Missouri, ind 
maintained her in her true position, which she now 
occupies in the Union. ‘The home guards of St. 
Louis, and to the credit of the Germans be jt ¢; d 
enabled General Lyon to capture the enc Senin =e 


. pment 
known as Camp Jackson, which will go dow, : 


itse 


capture saved St. Louis, the St. Louis arsenal and 
arms, and opened the way to the overthrow of | 
traitorous State eovernme nt,and prove dtob 
salvation of the State. Other incidents and § 


us 


are not wanting that testify to the valor of thos, 
home guard forces. Jefferson City, Boony; 

Lexington, Carthage, and the bloody field of Wil- 
son’s Creck, where the immortal Lyon fell, all give 


evidence of their bravery. 


At Wilson’s i 


eK 
regularly di led 
The y are those 
Hips and Privations ine 


troops in the hottest of the fight. 
who first bore the hards! 


dent to the troubles in Missouri, in the work of 


hunting rebel bands, when not too numerous, in 
the country, and betaking themselves to the brush 
when pursued by overpowering numbers, and in 
capturing the powder and lead which had been 
distributed by Governor Jackson throughout the 
State for concealment and use by disloyal agents, 
This was when these organizations were being 
made. When organized into companies, or bat- 
talions, or regiments, the service, so faras | know, 
was performed in such manner as required of sim 
ilar organizations regularly in the service, And 


for this service only, afier organization, have 


claims been allowed, which it is proposed to pay 


from this appropriation. Valuable services were 
rendered, which would have required the same 
number of regular volunteers to have performed. 
‘Their services were acce pted, not only by Gen- 
eral Lyon, but by General Frémont. Many were 


| armed and equipped under orders from Genera 


1 
Frémont, and treated as though the Government 
valued their loyalty and services. As for the sev 
enteen companies over which | was honored with 
the command as colonel by General Frémont, 
ordered their rolls to be recognized, and the pay- 
master to pay. 


His order was not respected 
After his removal, as they were not recognized 


| as regularly in the service sand therefore not t 


| of the ene nee 


paid, i it became necessary to disband. The result 
was, men in destitute circumstances were returned 
to destitute families, whose homes, in very many 
instances, had been robbed of the very necessa 
ries of life, having served, some one, some two, 
others three or six months, without pay. To 
many it appeared to be wrong treatment, and 
would have driven men less loyal into the ranks 
But | must say ‘T have known but 
two or three to have gone over to the trattors, 
They had ipa nce in the ultimate just action 
of aGovernmentthat needs not the services of her 
people without reward ,and their respect was such 
for the old flag that had ever protected them | 

their eyes were not bedimmed when beholding i, 
although filled with tears at the sad picture befor 
them of children suffering for the necessari 

life. They indulged the hope that the promises 
of a Lyon anda Frémont would be verified by 


action of a just Government, to protect which at 
least one half of those home guards went into tl 
regular volunteer service, and from among them 


many heads of distressed families have been of 
fered as sacrifices to freedom on the battle-felds 
of Corinth, luka, and Vicksburg. 
The justness of the cli 1ims of these men was 
recognized by the Thirty-Seventh Congress. An 
act **to secure to the officers and men actually 
employed in the Western department, or dey 
mentofMissouri, their pay sbounty, and pensio 
ms as approved March 25, 1862; and the Secretary 
’ War was authorized and required to pay © th- 
cers and men who had been actually e _ oyed in 
the military service of the Unite d States, whether 
mustered into actual service or not, W he re: th i 
services had been accepted and actually employe! 
by the generals who had been in command of thr 
de partment of the West, or the department of *Mis- 
sour, as in cases of regul ar enlistments. Or 
l4th day of May, 1862, $100,000 were appro 
ated for such purpose. Difficulties at once prem 
senting themselves to the Secretary of War in de- 


and a Lyon aeushi it better to setaside, fora mo- |! ciding on the numerous informal c laims that were 


ave 


no 


fro 


nec 
du 
cor 





wused the passage and approval of a 

son July 12, 1862, suspending the 

j requiring the appointment of three 

rs to examine all claims arising un- 

rovisions of the act of 25th March, 1862, 

d * ort the same to the Secretary of War. As 
; ivice and consent of the Senate were neces- 


cary in the appointment of the commissioners, 
there was a failure to appoint from an oversight 
uf the law, and the time in which they could act 
eX I before the lastsession of Congress. There- 

it joint resolation of 12th July, 1862, was 
reyived by a joint resolution approved February 


accordance therewith three com- 
Hon. Hawkins Tayloroflowa, Hon. 


16, 1263, und 


0 varies T. Sherman of Ohio, and Colonel Fran- 
; Russell of Missouri—were appointed. They 
ave faithfully and ably, and no man will read 
their report without saying honestly, discharged 
juties thatdevolved uponthem. ‘That report 

isa tribute of respect that reflects luster upon the 


| 
f those loyal men known as ** home 


iards,”? and credit upon the candor and patriot- 


character 


fem of those who bestowed it. It is more valu- 
m the fact that two of the commissioners 

reside in other States than Missouri, and could 
not suspected of the operation of undue influ- 
Indeed, a perusal of their report will con- 

vince youthat they have made themseives liable to 
t mark ‘that they discriminated rather nicely 
favor of the Government;”’ for they have taken 
no latitude, but allowed only for services of per- 
sons, and not of horses, although services were 


proved to have been performed, in most cases, 


by mounted men. But they inform us in their 
} t that they have only allowed for services 
of h s in a few cases where the companies 
wel tually organized and accepted as cavalry, 


in other cases on the ground that the 
rses were foraged by the Government, when 


itherwise they would have been left exposed to 
the enemy, and have fallen into their hands. The 
Government cannot complain. 

They furthermore inform us that **no claim 
wasallowed unless it was strictly for personal ser- 
vice in military service,’’ and that ** from proof 
otherthan the claimants’;’’ “all were not only re- 


red to show that they were called out or ac- 
epted by proper authority, but performed actual 
military service in the field, as distinguished from 
services in organizing, drilling, recruiting, or in 
mp;’’ and that claims ‘*only were allowed 


] 
th 
I 


| out and actually served in the field 
der proper authority, and in regular military 
pacity or service,’ 

Surely no argument or language is necessary to 
show that such claims should be paid. Itisa 
self-evident proposition. Indeed, by the law now 
existing that is acknowledged, and payment is 
required to be made, as recommended by said 
ommissioners, and as required by act of 25th of 


their existing organizations had been regu- | 


March, 1862. Allthatis now wanting is an appro- | 


priauion of the money for which this bill provides. 
lhe claims allowed, as you will see in the re- 


portof the commissioners, as well as in the report 
of the Secretary of War, amount to $800,612 13. 


As | have before stated, $100,000 were appropri- | 


ated 14th May, 1862. The deficiency is, there- 
fore, the amount asked for and set forth in this 

» $700,612 13. The reasons for urging the 
passage of this bill now without delay are these. 
\s | have stated, many of the families of the 
claimants are very destitute. They live in acoun- 
try, many of them, that has been overrun by the 
rebel army and made desolate. Many of them 
Were In active service, in companies of the enrolled 
militia of Missouri, last spring, at the very time 


dre 


n, and were prevented from so doing. By the 
organization of provisional regiments in the sum- 
mer and fall, seven eighths of these men were fur- 
loaghed home, They have lost the crops of the 
Spring, and are without even the dependence ofa 
soldier’s pay, in State bonds, at twenty percent. 
discount. And, again, some unprincipled claim 
agents, who would enrich themselves from the 
poverty of others, and fill their cup of pieasure 
trom the tears of starving children, are now en- 
deavoring to take advantage of the credulity and 
necessity of these unfortunate men, and, by in- 
ducing them to believe that, according to the tardy 
Course of legislation, a bill for the appropriation 


they should have planted corn to bread their chil- 


| who fough 


| diers—that they will be cut out of their 


will not be passed before midsummer, and t 
hey ¢ innot rec ive thet: iy for twelve months, 
buy their claims irty to fifty pe t. dis 
count. Our prompt action will stop this 


swindling. ‘The appropriation be 
efficient Secretary of War will provide, without 
unnecessary delay, for the payment of the claims. 
Two years have expired since the last of the ser- 
vice was rendered, ‘These true men need our help, 
and the Government owes it. I hope, therefore, 
there will be no opposition, 

Itis my request that,as Hon. Henry T. Biow, 
of Missouri, 1s upon the Committee of Ways and 
Means, and was one among others specially ap 
pointed to inv stimate the fir | 


ing made, our 


cts connected with tl 
bill, he will make such remarks as he may feel 
the occasion requires, 

Mr. COX. 1 offer the f 
come in at the end of the bil 

Provided, howeysr, That in the payment of the money 
hereby approprinicd, such payments shall be made dire etly 
to the officers or soldiers by whom the services were ren 


dered, or to their personal representatives, or to 
appointed by powers ofattorney; ar 


sum due to any officer or soldier 
Mr. BOYD. Mr. Chairman, I do not know 


that I have any serious objecti 
ment that 


ai > 
iowln2 proviso, to 


> 


theiragents 
1 no assignment ofany 
hall be valid. 


j nto the amend- 
has been sed by the gentleman 
from Ohio. Stull ldo not think that it is neces- 
sary. I know something of these « arly trouble 

in the West, having been closely connected with 
the management of the seventeen hundred men 
under the command of Colonel McClurg. I served 
under Colonel McClurg as major. I donot think 
that you will find any man from the State of Mis- 


rop 


| sourl, any man from Missouri who is an attor- 
\ ney-at-] iw ora 


j professional man, who will ask 
that this mone y shall be paid to any other person 
than the person who directly should have the bene- 
fitof it. I ask the gentleman from Ohio, in all 
the kindness of my heart, that he will, for the bene- 
fit of the men who served with me, and the men 
as home guards the dreadful battle at 
Wilson’s Creek, withdraw his amendment, and 
let the bill go through as it has been presented 
to the consideration of the House. These home 
guards were rejected by General Harney, but they 
were instituted and recognized by Generals Lyon, 
Frémont, and Curtis, and of all the commanders 
of thatdepartment. ‘They were driven from their 
homes, and they have fought the battles of the 


| couytry without having received adollar from the 


Government ofthe United States for their services. 
In Kentucky you will find the same men as the 
home guardsof Missouri. You will find the same 


| menin Maryland and Kentucky and Missouri. | 
| ask, therefore, that the gentleman will withdraw 


hisamendment. 
Mr. COX. I understood, when he first rose, 
that the heroic and gallant gentleman from Mis- 


souri had noobjection to my amendment. Now 
he wishes me to withdraw it. I understood that 
his colleague had no objection to it. Ido not 


think that it will embarrass, but rather will facil- 
itate the passage of the bill. Itisa proper amend- 
ment to provide for claims of this nature. 
Mr.BOYD. Letit 
Mr. COX. [am more of the opinion that it 
ought to pass since I heard the gentleman’s re- 
marks. fle says that if this bill is not passed 
at once these sharpers will cut under the 


ass. 


sol- 
) pay bya 
sort of genteel swindling. Many of these claims 
have been lying for a year and more, and, non 
constat, some of these swindlers have been atthem, 


| My proposition is in good faith to protect these 


brave and gallant soldiers. I was touched, my 
sensibilities were aroused, by his appeal, and I 


| 
want to have this matter well considered. I want 


| to see this moncy, when appropriated, go to the 


proper parties, and for that purpose I have sub- 
mitted my amendment. 

One word more about the bill itself. I think 
that it would have been better to have had the 
report read before any discussion took place. I 
have examined intoit. I confess I was surprised 
when I saw the amount of $800,000 passed upon 
by these commissioners. | have no doubt they 
were fair men. Butit was astonishing to mem- 
bers of this House who remembered what the dis- 
tinguished gentleman from Missouri [Mr. Biarr] 


| said on the subject, and what we understood was 


the fact from the Secret ry of War, that instead 
of $800,000, these claims would not amount to 
* 
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7 
more than $100,000. If, as my gallant friend 
‘ these soldiers did not expect anythine for 
ir defense of the State, why did not the Secre- 
yof Wa udicate these claims in his own 


dj 
Department? | 
their payment 

Mr. BLOW. Mr. Chairman, it seems hardly 
understood yet that in the serious difficulties that 
we had in Missouri at the outbreak of the rebel- 
lion forty thousand men sprang to arms. Had it 
not been for those forty thousand men, Missouri 
would have been a rebel State. 


am told that he is opposed to 


"Twenty-seven 
thousand men, as is shown by this re na rtof the 
commissioners, were organized, and twenty-four 
thousand and upwards have been found worthy 
of pay after the strictest scrutiny on the part of 
the commissioners. Itwasabigthing. It saved 
Missouri. They were the men who intervened 
between the rebels in Missouri and the freemen 
of Illinois, Indiana, and Ohio; and if they had 
not thus sprung to arms the battles foucht at 
Springfield and Carthage and Boonville would 
have been Mught upon the free soil of Mlinois, 
and that with rebels from the State of Missouri. 

I know, sir, that these facts were never known, 
and were never presented to Congress, as they 
ouchtto have been,and these twenty-seven thou- 
sand men have gone unpaid for that reason, and 
their families are suffering; andif ithad not been, 
as I said yesterday, that an all-kind Providence 
smiled upon them, and for the action of ourcounty 
court, which appropriated several hundred thou- 
sand dollars to sustain them, there would have 
been no end to the sufferings they would have 
endured. ’ 

Gentlemen have only to refer to the report of 
the commissioners to see the magnitude of this 
organization, and that, instead of $100,000, it 
would have more nearly required $2,000,000 to pay 
them justly; for, inaddition to the twenty-seven 
thousand men that claimed something from your 
Government, there were thirteen or fourteen thou- 
sand men who have never made a claim fora single 
dollar up to this hour. ; 

Mr. KING. Mr. Chairman, I have no objec- 
tion that there slrould be a rigid scrutiny into the 
claims made on behalf of these soldiers of Mis- 
souri. When we sce millions called for here every 
day, I look upon it as the bounden duty of this 
House to scrutinize ever y claim that may be pre- 
sented: and if these claims now before the com- 
mittee will not stand the closest scrutiny, then I 
um prepared to say there are very few demands 
here for appropriations that will. 

Two years ago Congress thought proper to 
pass a law, and the working of that law shows 
that no wrong can be perpetrated against the Gov- 
ernment if itis perfectly carried out, Before read- 
ing the law, however, I will say that with very 
little military experience in the great mass of the 
people, there was a great demand for menin Mis- 
General Frémont sent his recruiting offi- 
cers all over the State to raise what was called, 
or what they chose to term themselves, the home 
ruards. Colonel White, of St. Louis, was au- 
thorized by General Frémont to raise a regiment. 
Colonel White came up into my section of the 
State. He came into my county, and into the ad- 
joining counties. IT went with him to aid him in 
the matter. I went among the people with him. 
1 heard his promises and statements, and he was 
successful in that and the adjoining counties in 
putting a regiment into the field when it was ab- 
solutely needed. Colonel White claimed to have 
authority to muster the men in and to make out 
the proper mustering-in rolls. I did not know 
but what he had such authority; nor did any- 
body else. And so it wasalloverthe State. Men 
were irregularly brought into the service, yet they 
did perform signal services in the State, 

Sir, there was scarcely a soldier within the walls 
of Lexington, at the time it was besieged and eap- 
tured by Price, except these home guards, with 
the ¢ xet ntion of the comm ind s of Colonel] Mulli- 
ean and of Colonel Marshall, of linois. Besides 
those troops, there were none but home guards 
Some of them were killed, and others 
wounded. Colonel White himself was wounded, 
and, if not idy dead, now langut 
bed of death. Colonel Grover, who was lieuten- 
ant colonel of the regiment raised in my county 





’ 
sourl. 


there. 


hes upon the 


al d the surrounding countics, Was also wou de d, 
and has long since died from his wounds. A dozen 








eed 
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or more of the men living immediately around 
me were killed at the siege of Lexington, and their 
wives and orphans are not the persons who have 
sold their clams. I know not a single one who 
has sold the claim. It is the wives and orphans 
of those men who are nowasking this pittance at 
the hands of the Government, and it will be a very 
small pittance to each. 1 remember, from inves- 
tigating the claims of those who had been recruits 
in my neighborhood, that none of them exceeded 
between fifty and sixty dollars. And why? Be- 
cause the men were recruited and put into the ser- 
vice irregularly, in the month of June and in the 
month of September, Price captured all of them 
from that part of the State, because they were in- 
side the fortifications of Lexington; and after they 
were captured, they were, of course, dismissed 
from the service. 

The law authorizes and requires the Secre- 
tary of War to allow pay to the officers, non- 
commissioned officers, musicians, and privates 
who have been heretofore actually @mployed in 
the military service of the United States, whether 
mustered into actual servic« or not, where their 
services were accepted. If they were irregularly 
mustered into service, that would not give them 
any claim for pay under this law; but if, with 
the irregular mustering in, the commander of the 
department of Missouri accepted their services, 
and if they actually did serve under hiscommand, 
then they were to - paid. There is no chance of 
any one being paid under this law who does not 
show, by proper muster-roll and proper certifi- 
cate, that he had been not only mustered in, 
irregularly though it might be, but that he had 
actually performed military service. 

As to the amount of the claims, [ do not know 
how they came to accumulate to so much; but I 
am fully satisfied, from the general rush that was 
made by men to serve their country at the time 
the call was made, that the whole State was alive 


| Ment to my amendment. | 


with troops. Whether men were mustered into | 


service regularly or irregularly was a matter 


which very few knew anything about. The Sec- | 
retary of War found it difficult, under these cir- 


cumstances, to ascertain who were entitled to pay. 
Finally Congress passed a joint resolution sus- 


pending the action of the Secretary of War, and | 


authorizing the President to appoint commis- 
sioners to examine and settle the claims of officers 


and men. For some cause, l know not what, the | 


time was limited tosix months. The commission 
was not organized within that time. The time 


lapsed. It then became neeney to pass a sec- | 
at last session | 


ond resolution. That was passe 
ef Congress. It directs that after the commission 
shall have examined into the question submitted 
to them it shall report within sixty days on all 
such claims as may be presented by persons 
claiming to have been organized or to have per- 
formed services according to the provisions of the 
act, whereupon (here is the language of the res- 
olution) ** payment shall be made as recommended 
by the said commissioners, and as required by 
said act.’’ 

Now, will this House refuse to make an appro- 


men pe under those circumstances? I have really | 
veard no gentleman say that he is opposed to | 


paying these men. But it is objected that the 
amount is too large. [cannot say anything about 
that. The commissioners appointed by the Pres- 
ident have examined the matter. The opinion ia 
Missouri is that they did not allow very many 
claims which were just and proper, and which 


should have been allowed. But we make nocom- | 


plaint about that. I will vote for that part of the 
amendment of the gentleman from Ohio which 
directs that the money shall not be paid to any- 
body except the soldier himself or his wife or 
children. I want that in the bill, and care not 
how many sharpers it may injure. But there is 
another part of that amendment to which I do 
object on account of the hardship it would work. 
It provides that the money shall not be paid upon 
any power of attorney from the party unless it 
be signed after the passage of this act. I can cite 
a dozen of cases in my own county where the 
men entitled to pay under this act are now serving 
in distant parts of the country, having left pow- 
ers of attorney for the collection of their claims 
for the benefit of their wives and families. If the 
amendment prevails, it will produce much trouble 
in allsuch cases. I hope, therefore, that that part 








| 


| cut off in that way. I only yielded the floor for 


| been sold for five or ten dollars. 1 can name an | 


of it will be stricken out, and that the joint reso- 
lution will be passed. 
MESSAGE FROM TILE SENATE. 

The committee rose informally, (the Speaker 
having resumed the chair,) and a message from 
the Senate, by Mr. Forney, its Secretary, noti- 
fied the House that the Senate had concurred in 
akon resolution giving the thanks of Congress | 
to Captain John Rodgers. 


MISSOURI HOME GUARDS—AGAIN. 

The committee resumed its session. } 

Mr. COX. If that part of my amendment which 
the gentleman objects to be stricken out, the Sec- 
retary of War will pay to all who present pow- 
ers of attorney, no matter whether signed before 
or after the passage of this act. It will enable 
every one of these sharpers to purchase up these 
claims, and to come in and get the money. 

Mr. KING. 1 think that itis right, and I will 
vote for it. There isan amendment which I wish 
thatthe gentleman would adopt. Itoughtto pro- 
vide that where the money is drawn by power of | 
attorney the person holding the power of attorney 
shall make an affidavit, and file it, together with 
the power of attorney, with the paymaster, that he | 
does not draw it for any other than the soldier or 
his widow or children who are entitled to it. 

Mr. COX. [hope that my distinguished friend 
will put that in writing, and move itas an amend- | 


The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman ac- | 
cept it as a modification of his amendment? 

Mr. COX. I will wait until I see it in writing. 
My only object, Mr. Chairman, is to secure those 


officers and soldiets who have served, and their || 


families, the use of this money. Iam informed 
by the gentleman from Missouri, since this debate 
opened, that a large amount of these claims has 
been purchased by persons in St. Louis and else- | 
where, and that consequently there will be no 
benefit to the soldiers. 

Mr.ODELL. The statement made by the gen- 
tleman from Ohio is an important one, and one 
that we ought thoroughly to understand. Now, 
is it so, that these claims amounting to $800,000 


are in the hands of claims agents? I hope that || 


we will have an answer to the question. 

Mr. BLOW. I understand that the amend- 
ment of my colleague is accepted by the gentleman 
from Ohio, as a modification of his own. I ‘also 
understand that the amendment as modified has 
been accepted, If that be so, 1 move then that the 
committee rise and report the bill. : 


Mr. COX. I have not yielded the floor to be 





the purpose of hearing an answer to the question 
of the gentleman from New York. 1 want to 
know, with him, whether we are appropriating 
this money for the soldiers or for speculators. 
Mr. ODELL. [ask the gentleman from Mis- 


| souri,(Mr. McCvure,] whoaddressed usatlength 


on this subject this morning, whether it is true, 
as stated by the gentleman from Ohio, that this | 
appropriation isto pay the claimsagents who have 
purchased these claims from the soldiers, or their 
widows and children? It is proper that we should 
understand whether this money, which we are 


| going to vote, is to go into the hands of those who 


have bought these claims at fifty or seventy-five 
percent. discount, or into the hands of the soldiers 
towhom itis due. Itis necessary that the question 
should be answered, and that the House should 





| know. 


Mr. McCLURG. Will the gentleman yield 
to me? 

Mr. COX. Certainly. 

Mr.McCLURG. Mr. Chairman,I will cheer- 
fully answer the question of the gentleman from 
New York as far as Iam able. I cannot give a 


{ know that claims agents have been traveling 
through Missouri—that is, as far as it is safe for 


| them to travel—trying to make the impression 
upon the minds of the soldiers who served as home 


guards that it would be a long time before an ap- 
propriation would be made to pay them for that 
service; trying to discourage them, and then to 
prea their claims ata heavy discount. I have 

nown claims worth forty or fifty dollars to have | 


important firm of claims agents in St. Louis who 
have becn engaged in the purchase of these claims. | 


definite answer so far as figures are concerned. 


| publican, induced, I have no doubt, by statements 


| home guards in my district have not been sold 
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I am willing to assume the responsibility, as tho 
question hascome up, of naming them. I refer to 
the firm of Mason & Clements. They are ,; 
gaged in sending claims agents throughout the 
State for that purpose. In the early part of thig 


month an editorial appeared in the St. Louis Re- 


ie 


made by that firm, that it would be twelve months 
before these claims would be paid. At the same 
time they were engaged in buying up those claims. 
I cannotsay whatamount is in the hands of claims 
agents—probably not more than one quarter. |; 
may amount to one half. I have no data to goy- 
ern me. 

Mr. BOYD. I represent twenty-seven coun- 
ties of the State of Missouri. They are counties 
that we are, in part, fighting for to-day. When 
home guards came to my office in Springfield, 
Missouri, and asked me whether they should se|| 
their claims, I told them no; that I was a home 
guard; that I was a field officer with them when 
that infernal rebel flag was raised in the town, 
and which we took down. I told them not to sel| 


't their claims, because the Government of the Uni- 
| ted States had ever been grateful for our service, 


and that it would at once pay us the money that 
was due to us. I tell you that the claims of the 
1 know that exertions have been made by parties 
in New York city to buy the home guard claims 
of Missouri. I tell you, further, that you have 
never seen an assigned claim from my district, 
That district has not gone that far to win this 
appropriation now asked for. I know that these 
claims ought to have been paid twelve months 
ago. I know that speculators have tried to pur- 
chase the claims of the brave men who have bled 
and died for their country, but they have not suc- 
ceeded. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. [ask the atien- 
tion of the gentleman from Ohio to the following 
section of law which makes these assignments 
void: 

** Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
all transfers and assignments hereafter made of any claim 
upon the United States, or any part or share thereof, or i 
terest therein, whether absolute or conditional, and what 
ever may be the consideration therefor, and ail powers ot 
attorney, orders, or other authorities for receiving payment 


of any such claim, or any part or share thereof, shall be 


| absolutely null and void, unless the same slhiall be freely 





made and executed in the presence of at least two aitest 
ing witnesses, after the allowance of such claim, the as 
certainment of the amount due, and the issuing of a war 
rant for the payment thereof.”’ 

Mr. COX. I was aware of what the law isin 
that regard; and if every soldier out there and 
every soldier’s widow werea lawyer, there would 
be no difficulty at all about stopping the payment 


| of claims after assignment. But, sir, the soldiers 


who may have assigned these claims would never 
raise the question; they would rather acquiesc: 
in the receipt of the money by these claims agents. 
Although the assignment is absolutely null and 
void, yet I do not think that fact would have auy 


| practical operation to benefit the soldier. 


My friend from Wisconsin has drawn up al 
amendment in conformity with the suggestion o! 
the distinguished gentleman from Missouri, { Mr. 
Kine,]} and if it meets the approbation of the 
House, as I suppose it will, I will accept itas a 


. ¢ 
| part of my amendment, to come in at the end 0! 


my amendment. I ask the Clerk to read it. 
The Clerk read, as follows: 


Provided further, That any person holding a power 0! 
attorney authorizing the receipt by him of the amountto 
be paid any officer or soldier, may, by making and filing 40 
affidavit to the fact that he is actingin the premises as ag nt 
Without personal interest, and that he will pay over U' 
amount received, either to the soldier or to his widow 0 
children, for their benefit, be entitled to receive such 
amount. 


Mr. HOLMAN. I desire to make a single 
suggestion to my friend from Ohio, The report 
of these commissioners of course embodies all the 
facts upon which they have acted. It is nota 
very voluminous document, and will probably 
furnish more information upon the subject than 
could be furnished in any other way. I there- 
fore ask my friend from Ohio to call for the read- 
ing of that paper. 

Mr. COX. I have already occupied the floor 
longer than I expected, but I see the necessity 0! 
guarding this bill in order to direct the money to 
the right hands. [ should be obliged—and I have 
no doubt tbe gentlemau from Missouri would be 
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any suggestions from any quarter 

to the accomplishment of that purpose. I 
tw yield the floor to the gentleman from 
\tceouri over the way, [Mr. Biow,] asking that 
she proper time the report shall be read. 

Mr. BLOW. 
and report the bill to the House. 

The CHAIRMAN. That motion is not in 
order while there are amendments pending. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I would in- 


i—for 


re 
quil 


Ohio is still pending? ; ; 
Mr. COX. It is. I have not withdrawn it. 


Laccepted a modification of it. — 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Well, I pre- 
cyme it is not desired to debate it any more, and 
| hope we shall take the vote; and then, whether 
shall be voted down or adopted, let the com- 
mittee rise and report the bill to the House. 

Mr. HOLMAN. 


it 


sioners. 
os iy way of obtaining the necessary information. 
If ithad been read when the bill was first taken 
up, we should have understood the matter much 
better. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. [hope that 
the gentleman from Indiana will not consume the 
time of the committee by having the whole of 
thatreportread. I move that the committee rise. 

The CHAIRMAN. Doesthe gentleman from 
Indiana yield the floor for that purpose? 

Mr. HOLMAN. No, sir; not at this time. 

Mr. HARDING. Will the gentleman from 
Indiana yield to me for a few moments? 

Mr. HOLMAN. I will. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
the floor being yielded. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Then [ask that the report 
be read, 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 

The CHAIRMAN. 


I object to 


I object. 


save it read as a part of his remarks. 

The Clerk proceeded to read the report. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Pennsylvania. I move to 
dispense with the reading of the report. Itisa 
useless consumption of time. No one can hear it. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from In- 
diana has a right to have it read as a part of his 
speech. i 
'Mr. HOLMAN. If gentlemen desire to take 
the responsibility of appropriating $700,000 with- 
out any consideration of the paper on which the 
appropriation is founded, I am not inclined to be 
I should like to know what we are 
voting on; but inasmuch as there seems to be so 
much noise in the Hallas to render it impossible 
to understand the reading of the report, I with- 
draw the request. 


capuous, 


Mr. HARDING. Mr. Chairman, while it may | 


be wholly unavailing, yet I desire to call the atten- 
tion of the committee to the fact that Kertucky 


stands precisely in the same situation as Missouri | 
in regard to these claims. There are quite a num- | 


ber of men in the State of Kentucky who have 
precisely the same claims, resting upon the same 
basis, as those of the Missouri home guards. 
They were ealled into the service as home guards. 
Many of these men rendered very arduous ser- 
vices. Some of them were wounded, some killed, 
without their having been regularly mustered into 
the service of the United States. Their claims 
stand precisely on the same ground as, and even 
call louder for relief than, the claims of the men 
who served under like circumstances in the depart- 
ment of Missouri. I think it improper, therefore, 
to proceed with this sort of partial and discrimin- 
ating legislation. It is partial. It discriminates 
in favor of the soldiers of Missouri and against 
those of Kentucky. It is unjust in that respect. 

I think, Mr. Chairman, that this whole viliieat 
ought to be referred to the proper committee, the 
Committee of Ways and Means, with instruc- 
ions to report a bill extending the provisions of 
this law to the State of Kentucky. I know, my- 
self, numerous cases where men fell or were 
wounded in the service without their having been 
regularly mustered in. The exigencies of the 
circumstances were such that imperfect com- 
panies, not completed or organized, were hurried 
into the United States service. Many men of those 
companies were killed in battle, and others wound- 
ed or disabled for life. 


if the amendment of the gentleman from | 


I rise for the purpose of call- 
ing for the reading of the report of the commis- | 
It is not voluminous, and that is the 


The gentleman from In- | 
diana is entitled to the floor, and has a right to | 


I move that the committee rise | 











_THE 


Mr. ASHLEY. Irise toa question of order. 
The gentleman from Kentucky is not speaking to 
the question before the committee at all. This 
matter of the Missouri home guard has been re- 


ferred to a commission, which has reported upon | 


it; butno such commission has been sent to Ken- 
tucky. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chairthinks the ques- 
tion of order welltaken. The debate must be con- 
fined to the bill before the committee. 

Mr. HARDING. I amconfining my remarks 
to that. I say this appropriation ought not to be 
made. I oppose the appropriation. And I op- 
pose it for the reason that it is partial and unjust 
discrimination against a class of men in Kentucky 


| who have as high claims upon the Governmentas 


the same class in Missouri. | intend, at the proper 
time, to move to refer the whole subject to the 
Committee of Ways and Means, with instructions 
to report a bill extending the provisions of the 
law to Kentucky. 

Mr. FENTON. 


| that the Senate has, within the last few minutes, 


amended the deficiency bill, so as to pay the troops 
who were irregularly mustered into service in Ken- 
tucky, covering the position for which the gen- 
tleman contends. 

Mr. HARDING. If thatbe so, then the action 


| of this House ought to correspond with the action 


of the Senate, and the whole matter ought to be 
suspended until equal justice can be done to the 
citizens of Kentucky and the citizens of Missouri. 


If 1 properly understood one of the gentlemen || 


who spoke on this subject yesterday, the sum of | 
| $100,000 has been already paid to these soldiers | 
| in Missouri, whereas not a dime has been paid to | 


any man similarly situated in Kentucky. 

I desire also to state that whenthis matter was 
originally moved last Congress, I had a confer- 
ence with the gentleman from Missouri who in- 
troduced it. I told him that it was unjust and 
impartial in excluding Kentucky; and he prom- 


| ised me that he would himself introduce an amend- 


| Senate. 


ment extending its provisions to Kentucky. If 
the Senate is about to remedy this thing, let our 
action wait uponand conform to the action of the 
The thing is right in itself? but to dis- 


| criminate between soldiers in Missouri and sol- 
| diers in Kentucky—paying the claims of the 


| lutely unjust. 
| operating with these men in Kentucky. 


to be paid. 


former and rejecting those of the latter—is abso- 
There is no fear of claim agents 
The 
claims of these men have not even been recog- 
nized as existing claims. Equal justice should 
be done the soldiers of Kentucky and of Mis- 
souri. Both ought to be paid, or neither ought 


Mr. BLOW. 


| now rise. 


Mr. HARDING. 


I desire to submit the mo- 


| tion I have indicated—that the matter be referred 
to the Committee of Ways and Means, with in- | 


structions to amend the law soas to make itinclude | 


Kentucky. 
The CHAIRMAN. 


order at this time. 


That motion is not in 


Mr. COX. What will become of my amend- 


ment if the committee rise? 
The CHAIRMAN. The bill still remains in 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 


The question was taken; and the motion was | 


agreed to. 


So the committee ruse; and the Speaker having | 


| resumed the chair, Mr. Lovesoy reported that 


the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union 
generally, and particularly House bill No. 35, to 
provide for the deficiency in the appropriation for 
the pay of officers and men actually employed in 
the Western department, or department of Mis- 
souri, and had come to no conclusion thereon. 


Mr. HARDING. 


| to refer with instructions. 


The SPEAKER. The motion is not in order, 
the bill being still in Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 


I move that the committee do | 


had had under consideration the Union | 





I now submit my motion || 


I move that || 


all further debate on the bill and pending amend- | 


ments be closed in one minute after the commit- 
tee shall have resumed their consideration. 
The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 


I now move 


that the rules be suspended, and that the House | 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


I desire to remark to the gen- || 
tleman from Kentucky, that I have just learned | 











der the previous question. 


| on Military Affairs. 
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resolve itselfinto the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the rules were suspended, and the House 
resolved itself into the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, (Mr. Lovesoy in the 
chair,) and resumed the consideration of House 


| bill No. 35, to provide for the deficiency in the 


appropriatian for the pay of officers and men 
actually employed in the Western department, 
or department of Missouri; the question being 
on Mr. Cox’s amendment. 

Mr. Cox’s amendment was adopted. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinots, moved that 
the bill and amendment be reported to the House, 
with the recommendation that they do pass. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, Mr. Lovesoy reported that 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union had, according to order, had the Union 
generally under consideration, and particularly a 
bill to provide for the deficiency in the appropti- 
ation for the pay of officers and men actually em- 
ployed in the Western department, or department 


|| of Missouri, and had directed him to report the 


same back with an amendment, in which he was 
directed to ask the concurrence of the House. 

Mr. BLOW demanded the previous question 
on the amendment. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered; and, under the operation 
thereof, the amendment was concurred in. 

The bill, as amended, was ordered to be en- 
grossed and read a third time; and, being en- 
grossed, it was accordingly read the third time and 
assed. 

Mr. BLOW moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed; and also moved that 


| the motion to reconsider be laid upon the table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 
MILITARY ACADEMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr.STEVENS. I move thatthe rules be sus- 
pended, and the House resolve itself into the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, to 
take up one of the appropriation bills. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the House resolved itself into the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. 
Lovegsoy in the chair.) 

The CHAIRMAN stated the first business in 
order to be the President’s annual message. 

Mr. STEVENS moved that that be laid aside, 
and the committee take up the Military Academy 
appropriation bill. 

The motion was agreed to; and the committee 
proceeded to the consideration of House bill No. 
34, making appropriations for the support of the 
Military Academy for the year enting June 30, 
1865. 

The bill was read a first time for information, 
and then by paragraphs for amendment. 

Mr. STEVENS. I move to amend the bill by 
striking out these words: 

For warming apparatus for academic and other build 
ings, $22,830. 

And in lieu thereof to insert: 

For warming barracks, $15,000. 

The estimates sent to the Committee of Ways 
and Means contained the amount of the printed 
bill, but on examination by the officers connected 
with that Academy, General Totten and others, 
it was deemed sufficient to appropriate $15,000 
for warming the barracks, the other buildings 
being allowed to stand as they were. For that 
reason the Committee of Ways and Means have 
reported in favor of reducing the amount. As it 
is a reduction, | suppose that there will be no 
objection to it. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Mr. Chairman, being in 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, | rise, not for the purpose of discussing 
the amendment offered by the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means, or to go into 
any general inquiry of the merits of the bill, but 
I desire to say, and I put it in this form that it 
may be brought to the notice of the House, that 
when this bill shall be reported back to the House, 
I hope that it will not be put on its passage un- 
If that be not done, 
1 will move that it be referred to the Committee 
Lintend to make that mo- 
tion for this reason: the Committee on Military 
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Affairs of this House have before them memorials 
and petitions more or less connected with this 
subject, which involve an inquiry how far the 
operations of t Military Academy at We 


Point may be secured elsewhere, by aid and en- 
couragement to the States. That is, how far 
military schools can be carried on, without the as- 
sistance of the Federal Government, on private 
It may be that some legislation to be 
undertaken by this House will be hereafter sub- 
mitted from the Committee on Military Affairs 
that may approach in some degree what is de- 
sired. With the view of having the whole sub- 
ject considered by the Committee on Military 
Affairs, I intend to submit that motion at the 
proper time, if the bill be not hastily passed un- 
der the demand for the previous question, 


account. 


The amendment was agreed to 
The Clerk read as follows: 


For enlargement of chapel, $6 C00. 


Mr. STEVENS. Supposing that they will be 
able to get clong with the old chapel a little longer, 
c. move to strike that out. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr STEVENS. Ionly wish to say in answer 
to the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Scnenck,] who 
is the chairman of the Committee on Military 
Affairs, that it seems to me that this, during a 
grreat war, is a bad time to reconstruct the Muli- 
tary Academy. I cannot agree that it should be 
su spend d now. These appropriations are neces- 
sary to carry it on for next year, and I hope that 
the gentleman and his committee will prepare their 
bill to take effect in the futare. These appropri- 
ations are necessary for the present organization 
of the ao ade as 

Mr. SCHENCK. I simply desire to call the 
attention of os rentlioman to the fact that there 
would be a great deal of force in his objection if 
this uppropriation were not for the year ending 
the 30th of June, 1865. The application of this 


appropriation will not commence for a period of 


six months. During that time we may agree on 
some other plan. This being so, I do not think 
that the remarks of the gentleman are applicable. 

Mr. STEVENS. I movethatthe committee rise 
and report the bill and amendments to the House. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and the S , pe rake ‘Tr having 
resumed the chair, Mr. Lovesoy re porte od that the 
Committee of the Whole on aE of the Union 
had had the Union generally under consideration, 
and particularly the Military Academy appropri- 
ation bill, and had instructed him to report the 
same back to the House with amendments, and 
with the recommendation that it do pass. 

Mr. STEVENS. I move the previous ques- 
tion on the bill. 

Mr. SCHENCK. 
down. 

The question was put; and the House refused 
to second the call for the previous question. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I move that the bill be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs; and 
on that motion | demand the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, 

M: WW ASH BURNE, of Illinois. T rise toa 
question of order, If the motion of the gentle- 
man from Ohio be voted down, will not the ques- 
tion recur on the passage of the bill? 

The SPEAKER, The previous question will 
not be exhausted until the bill has been engrossed 
and read a third time, if the motion of the gentle- 
man from Ohio shall be voted down. 

The main question was then ordered; being 
first upon Mr. Scuenck’s motion. 

Mr. RICE, of Maine, demanded the yeas and 


nays. 


I hope we sliall vote that 


The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

‘The question was taken; and the motion was 
disagreed to. 

The amendments reported from the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union were sev- 
erally read and agreed to. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it was ac- 
cordingly read the third time. 

Mr. STEVENS moved the previous question 
on the passage of the bill. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered, 

Mr. SPALDING demanded the yé as and nays 
on the passage of the bill. 


The yeas ai d nays were not al red, 


wT ; 
The bill was passed. 
Mr. STEVENS moved to reconsk kk r the vote 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved to 


lay the motion to reconsider upon the table 

The latter motion was agreed to, 

The SPEAKER then press eded,as the regular 
order of business, to cali the States for re solutions, 
commencing where the call was last left off, with 
the State of Pennsylvania 


EXEMPTION EXAMINATIONS. 
Mr. COFFROTH. 


lution: 


Resolved, That the Military Committee be directed imme- 
diately to inquire into the expediency of amending the act 
entitied “ An act for enrotling and calling out the national 
torees, and tur other purposes,’ approved March 3, 1863, to 
compel the provost marshals of the diferent congressional 
districts to hold their examinations for physical disability, or 
any other cause of exemption, at the county town of each 
county in the respective congressional districts. 


I offer the following reso- 


I want to say buta single word upon this ques- 
uon, 

The SPEAKER. Ifthe gentleman debates the 
resolution it foes over, under the rule. 

Mr. COFFROTH. ‘Thenl move the previous 
question, and I ask permission of the House to 
say a single word 

Several MemBers objected. 

The previous question was not seconded. 

The wie stion was then taken on the resolution, 
and it was agreed to. 


CONSTITUTIONALITY OF CONSCRIPTION ACT. 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Pennsylvania, submitted 


the following preamble and resolution, upon which 
he demanded the previous question: 


Whereas the supreme judicial tribunal of the State of 


Pennsylvania has solemnly decided that the act of Con 
gress, approved March 3, 1863, commonly called the con 
scription ar t, Is, In its provisions, contrary to andin viola 
tion of the Constitution of the United States, and theretore 
null and void: Theresore, 

Resolved, That it isthe sworn duty of the exeeutive de- 
partment of the Government to either acquiesce in that 
decision within that State, or to bring the question involved 
before the Supreme Court of the United States for final ad- 
judication, to the end that, if Congress shall deem such 
legislation necessary, a bill may be prepared which shall not 
be subject to constitutional objections. 


Mr. STEWENS. I hope my colleague will 
withdraw that resolution. He must know that 
since that decision was made Pennsylvania has 
overruled the decision. [Laughter.] 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order, 

Mr. BRANDEGEE moved to lay the resolu- 
tion on the table 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Pennsylvania, demanded 
the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 60, nays 43; as follows: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Alley, Allison, Ames, Anderson, Ar- 
nold, Ashley, Ba John D. Baldwin, Beaman, Boutwell, 
Boyd, Brandegee, Broomall, Ambrose W. Clark, Freeman 
Clarke, Cobb, Cole, Creswell, Henry Wiuter Davis, Dawes, 
Deming, Dixon, Donnelly, Drigzs, Dumont, Eckley, Eliot, 
Farnsworth, Fenton, Frank, Ganson, Gooch, Grinnell, 
Hale, Wighy, Hooper, Hotchkiss, Asahel W. Hubbard, 
Jolin Tl. Hubbard, Jenckes, Julian, Kasson, Longyear, 
Lovejoy, MeCiurg, Mctndoc, Samuel F. Miller, Moorhead, 
Morrill, Daniel Morris, Amos Myers, Leonard Myers, Nor- 
ton, Odell, Charles O'Neill, Orth, Pike, Price, William H. 
Randall, Alexander H. Rice, John H. Rice, Edward H. 
Rollins, Schenek, Scotield, Shannon, Sloan, Sinith, Smith- 
ers, Spalding, Stevens, ‘Thomas, Tracy, Upson, Van Valk 
enburgh, Elihu B. Wastburne, William B. Washburn, 
Williams, Wilder, Windom, and Winfield—8 

NAYS—Me Bers. Ancona, Augustus C. Baldwin, Bliss, 
Brooks, Coflroth, Cox, Dawson, Dennison, Eden, Edger- 
ton, Eldridge, P inck, Grider, Hall, Harding, Benjamin G. 
Harris, Charles M, Harcis, Holman, Philip Johnson, Wil- 
liam Johnson, Le Blond, Long, McDowell, McKinney, 
Middleton, Morrison, Nelson, Noble, John O'Neill, Pen- 
dieton, Perry, Rogers, Ross, Scott. John B. Steele, William 
G. Steele, Stiles, Strouse, Sweat, Wheeler, Chilton A. 
White, Joseph W. White, and Feruando Wood—43. 


So the resolution was laid on the table. 






MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Forney, 
its Secretary, informed the House that the Senate 
had pass d joint resolution No, 14, to supply, in 
part, deficiencies in the appropriations for the 
public printing, and to supply deficiencies in the 
appropriations for bounties to volunteers, with 


amendments; in which he was directed to ask the 
concurrence of the House. 


SPEAKER'S TABLE. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. [ask whether | 


the morning hour has expired? 


December 22. 


The SPE AKE R. It has. 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. [| move to 


proceed to the business on the Spe aker a) ta 


The motion was agreed to. 
MISSOURI HOME GUARD—AGAIN. 
The business first in order on the Speaker's 
table was a communication from the a cret ary 


War, transmitting, in compliance with a res, 
tion of the House of Representatives of the 17; 
instant, the reportof the commissioners appoint d 
to examine and report upon the claims of the of- 
ficers and men employed in the Western depart. 
ment, or department of Missouri; which was |x d 
on the table, and ordered to be printed. 
DEFICIENCY BILL. 

The next business im order on the Speaker's 
table was joint resolution H. R. No. 14, to sy 
ply , in part, de fic lencies in the appropriations for 
the public printing, and to supply deficiencies | 
the appropriations for bounties to voluntee rs, ¥ 
Senate amendments. 

The firstamendment of the Senate was reported, 
to strike out all after the word ‘pay,’ 
nine, and insert as follows: 


Vilh 


ine 


Provided, ‘That no bounties except such as are now pr 
vided by law shall be paid to any persons enlisted after 1 
oth of January next. 

And be it further resolved, That the money paid by drafted 
persons under the act for enrolling and calling out t 
tional forces, and for other purposes, approved 3d Mare} 
1863, shall be paid into the 'Treasary of the United states 
and shall be drawn out ou requisition, as in the ease of other 
public moneys; and the moneyso paid shall be kept in thy 
‘Treasury asa special depositapplicable only to the expen 
of the draft and the procuration of substitutes, and for that 
purpose it is hereby appropriated. « 


Mr.STEVENS. I move that the House ew 


curin the Senateamendment; and on that | move 


the previous que stion. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered; and under its operation 
the first amendment of the Senate was concurred 
in. 

The second amendment of the Senate was to 


| amend the title by striking out the words “and 


yremiums.’? 


Mr. STEVENS. I move that the House con- 
cur in this amendment. 

The question was taken; and the amendment 
to the title was concurred in. 

Mr. STEVENS moved to reconsider the votes 
by which the Senate amendments were concurred 


| in; and also moved to lay the motion to recon- 
| sider on the table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 
IMPROVEMENT OF THE OIILO. 
Mr. MOORHEAD offered the following reso- 


lution, and moved the previous question on its 
adoption: 

Whereas the value and usefulness of the Ohio river, 
which passes through seven States of the Union, 
quently interfered with by a scarcity of water, so as 
der it unnavigable for large or heavy boats: Therefore, 

Resolved, "What the Committee on Naval Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the propriety and expediency of 
improving the navigation of said stream, and report by 
bill or otherwise. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Hlinois. I move to 
amend by inserting the Committee on Commerce 
in lieu of the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

The SPEAKER. The previous question Is 

vending, and no amendment is in order. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I trust the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania does not mean to 
take jurisdiction of this subject from the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 


Mr. MOORHEAD. No, sir; but! think this 





is a very proper subject for the Committee on 


Naval Affairs. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, demanded 
tellers on the previous question. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. WASHBURNE, 
of Illinois, and Moorneap, were appointed. 

The House divided; and the tellers re ported— 


| ayes 50, noes 44. 


So the previous question was seconded, and 
the main question ordered. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, called for the 
yeas and nays on adopting the resolution. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. STEVENS. I move that the House do 
now adjourn, 

The motion was agreed to; and thereupon (at 
twenty minutes to four o’clock, p.m.) the House 
adjourned. 
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IN SENATE. 


Wepnespay, December 23, 1863. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. SunDER LAND. 
ri eJ urnalof yesterday was read and appro ve d. 
PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

\{r. DIXON presented the petition of Henry 
W. Lee, bishop of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church of the diocese of Iowa; and the petition 

p. B. Smith, bishop of the diocese of Ken- 
ky, and G. T. Bedell, assistant bishop of Ohio, 
wine that such a modification of the enroll- 
ment act may be made as will provide that cler- 
-ymen and candidates for the ministry shall be 
rarded as non-combatants, and employed as 
plains or in hospitals; which were ordered to 
4) the table. 
He also presented a petition of citizens of Buf- 
filo, New York, members of the Lutheran church, 
rthat such a modification of the enrollment 


raylt 


iy be made as will exemptclergymen from 
fi. which was referred to the Committee on 


\I ry Affairs and the Matitia. 


Mr. COWAN presented the petition of John 


R. Barber and others, inspectors of customs and 
reve agents, connected with the port of Phil- 
i, praying for an increase of their com- 
pensation; Which was referred to the Committee 
u Finance. 


PAPERS WITIIDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
ition of Mr. MORRILL, it was 


That the petition and other papers of B. C. 
p praying for remuneration for expenses and damages 
| by him in consequence of the seizure and deten- 


On m 


0 ed 


stain 


t 
I 
1} 


ie ship Argo, in May, 1861, by the commanding 

wal officer of the United States in Hampton Roads, be 

taken from the files of the Senate and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, 


On motion of Mr. HARRIS, it was 
Ordered, That the heirs of John Chamberlain hove leave 


to withdraw their petition and other papers from the files 


ot the senate. 


On motion df Mr. MORGAN, it was 


Ordered, Thatthe memorials and documents of the own- 
rs and captains of the ships Three Bells and Antarctic and 
bark Kilby, which three vessels succeeded in rescuing 
passengers, officers, and crew of the steamer San Fran- 
), that foundered at sea in the month of December, 


853, having then on board more than five hundred officers | 


{soldiers of the United States Army, be taken from the 
rt} 


files of the Senate, and referred to the Committee on Naval 
Atiairs 
BILLS INTRODUCED. 
Mr. WADE asked, and by unanimous consent 
tained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 28) re- 
iting to members of Congress; which was read 
twice by its title. 


Mr. JOXNSON. LT ask for the reading of the 


bill. 

The Secretary read it. Itdirects that no mem- 
ber of the Senate or of the House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States shall, during his 
continuance in office, hereafter appear or act as 

unsel, attorney, or agent in any case or pro- 
ceeding, civil or criminal, in any court, civil, crim- 


Hal, military, or naval, or beforeany commission, | 


inwhich the United States isa party, or directly or 
indirectly interested; or receive any compensation, 
of any kind, directly or indirectly, for services of 
any description rendered hy bimselfor another, in 


relation to any such cause or proceeding. It further | 


provides that no member of the Senate or House 
ye .. 
of Representatives shall, during bis continuance 


in office, receive, Or agree to receive, any com- | 


pensation whatsoever, directly or indirectly, for 
any services rendered to any person, either by 
himself or another, in relation to any proceeding, 


arrest, or other matter or thing in which the 
United States is a party, or directly or indirectly 
‘terested, before any Department, bureau, office, 
orany civil, military, or naval commission what- 
ever. Any person offending against any pro- 
vision of this act is, on conviction thereof, to be 
deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and to be pun- 
wm d by a fine of not less than dollars, and 
“Y Imprisonment for a term not less than 


years, and is to be forever thereafter incapable of 








holding any office of honor, trust, or profit under | 


ie Government of the United States. 
Mr. WADE, 
{he Committee on the Judiciary. 
le motion was agreed to. 
M es WADE. I also ask that it be printed. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The order to print 
Wil be made, if there be no objection. 


tract, claim, controversy, charge, accusation, || 


I move that the bill be referred | 


| 


4 Mr. SUMNER, in pur lance of pre Vious no- 


tice, asked and obtained leave to introd: bill 
(S. No. 29) to provide for the revision and - 
solidation of the statutes of the United State 
which was read twice by its title. 

Mr. SUMNER. [ask the reference of the bill 
to the Committee on the Judiciary; and at the 
same time, considering the character of the bill, I 
move that it be printed for the use of the Senate 


The VICE PRESIDENT. That reference will 
be made, and it will be ordered to be printed if 
there be no objection. 

Mr. WILSON asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 30) 
to establish a uniform system of ambulances in 
the armies of the United States; which was read 
twice by its tide, referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs and the Militia, and ordered to 
be printed, 

BILL REFERRED. 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. On my motion some 
days since, a joint resolution, which was intro- 
duecd by me, on the subject 


} of auditine the ac- 
counts for loss 


sin the city of Lawre nee, was laid 
on the table with a view of allowing me to make 
some remarks upon it previous to its reference. I 
now niove to take it up with a view to referit to 
the committee, so that they may act upon it. 
The motion was agreed to; and the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider the joint resolution (S. No. 
4) authorizing the Secretary of War to appointa 
board of officers to audit the accounts of the citi- 
zens of Lawrence, Kansas. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. 
shall it go to? 
Mr. LANE, of Kansas. The Committee on 
Military Affairs. I also ask to have it printed. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. It will be so re- 
ferred, and the order to print will be made if there 
be no objection. 


What committee 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 

Mr. CONNESS. While Il was out of the Sen- 
ate Chamber for a few minutes the other day, a 
report was received from the ‘Treasury Depart- 
ment concerning matters relating to the custom- 
house in San Francisco, which was laid on the 
table. I desire to have that communié¢ation taken 
from the table and referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Thatreference will 


be made, if there be no objection. 


ENROLLMENT OF SLAVES. 


Mr. WILSON submitted the following resolu- | 


tion; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary*of War be directed to in 


| form the Senate whether persons beld to service or labor 


by the laws of Delaware, Maryland, West Virginia, Ken 
tucky, and Missouri, have been enrolled according to the 
provisions of the * Act for enrolling and calling out the 
national forces, and for other purposes,’? approved March 
3, 1863, and if not, the cause why such enrollment has not 
been inade. 


GENERALS WITILOUT COMMANDS. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. I Iaid a resolution on the 


table yesterday, which Lask to have taken up and 


| acted upon at the present time. 


The motion was agreed to; and the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to fur 
nish the Senate with the names of all of the major and briga 
dier generals who are without commands equal toa brigade, 
stating how long each has becn without such command, 
and whether each hasa staff; and if so, how numerous, and 
of what rank, and what amount of pay, ineluding commu 
tations and rations, each, including those of his staff, las 
been receiving while so Without a command; and also that 
he intorm the Senate how mauy major and brigadier gen 
erals are in command of departinents, districts, and posts 
in the loyal States; and whether any necessity exists that 
requires that these departments, districts, and posts should 
be commanded by officers of such high rank, with their 
numerous and expensive staffs. 


The resolution was adopted. 
MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. McPuersow, its Clerk, announced that 
the House of Representatives had concurred in 
the amendment of the Senate to the concurrent 
resolution of the House, providing for an adjourn- 
ment of the two Hous: s from Wed- 
nesday, December 23, 1563, to ‘Tur sday, January 
5, 1864. 


The message further announced that the House 


of C mere 
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had passed a bill (No. 34) making appropriations 


fort rtof the Military Academy for the 
year ending June 30, 1865; 1 which the concur- 
rence of the Senate was requested. 

The message further an inced that the House 
of Representatives had dto the amendments 
of the Senate to the j te lution of the House 
(No. 14 upply, tr part, defi 


iencies in the ap- 
propriations for the public printing, and to supply 
deficiencies in the appropriauion stor bounties and 
premiums to volunteers, 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


The message also announced that the Speaker 
of the House of Representatives had signed the 
following joint resolutions; which thereupon re- 
ceived the signature of the Vice President: 

A joint resolution (EI. R. No, 12) tendering the 
thanks of Congress to Captain John Rodgers, of 
the United States Navy, for eminent skilland zeal 
in the discharge of his duties; and 

A joint resolution (H.R. No. 14) to supply, 
in part, deficiencies in the appropriations for the 
public printing, and to supply deficiencies in the 
appropriations for bounties to volunteers. 

LIOUSE BILL REFERRED. 

The biil (H. R. No. 34) making appropriations 
for the support of the Military Academy for the 
year ending June 30, 1865, was read twice by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Finance. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION, 

Several messages in writing were received from 
the President of the United States, by Mr. Har, 
his Secretary. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I move that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of executive busi- 
ness. There are some executive matters that 
should be disposed of. 

The motion was agreed to; and, after some time 
spent in the consideration of executive business, 


| the doors were reopened, and the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, December 23, 1863. 


The House met at twelve o’clock,m. 
by the Chaplain, Rev. W. H. Cuannine. 
The Journal of yesterday was read andapproved. 


Prayer 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message was received from the Senate, by 
Wirtiram Hickey, its Chief Clerk, notifying the 
House that that body had concurred in the res- 
olution of the House for adjournment over the 
holidays, with an amendment; in which he was 
directed to ask the concurrence of the House. 

The amendment of the Senate was 
lows: 

Strike out the words, “ this Ilouse,”’ and insert the words, 
“two Houses of Congress 5”? so that it will provide for the 
adjournment of the two Houses of Congress from Wednes- 
day, December 23, to January 5, 1564. 


read, as fol- 


The amendment was concurred in. 
ENROLLED JOINT RESOLUTIONS. 


Mr. COBB, from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, reported that they had examined and found 
truly enrolled joint resolutions of the following 
titles; when the Speaker signed the same: 

Joint resolution (H. R. No. 12) tendering the 


| thanks of Congress to Captain John Rodgers, of 


the United States Navy, for eminent skill and 
zealin the discharge of his duties; and 

Joint resolution (H.R. No. 14) to supply, in 
part, deficiencies in the appropriations for the 
public printing, and to supply deficiencies in the 
affpropriations for bounties to volunteers. 


SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION, 


The SPEAKER announced that this being 
the day fixed forthe appointmentof three regents 
for the Smithsonian Institution, he had appointed 


| Messrs. Cox, Davis of Maryland, and Parrer- 


SON. 
BANKRUPT LAW. 


The SPEAKER also announced that he had 
appointed the following as the select committee 
on the national bankruptlaw: Rurus P.Sparpine, 
of Ohie, Wittiam D. Kevrey, of Pennsylvania, 
James A. Cravens, of Indiana, Samurent Hoover, 
of Massachusetts, Augustus Frank, of New 
York, Wittiam R. Moraison, of Illinois, Fran- 


cis Tuomas, of Maryland, Tuomas A. Jenckes, 
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of Rhode Island, and Joun W. Cuan er, of New 


York. 


CARMACK AND RAMSEY. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House the 
following letter of the Comptroller of the Treas- 
ury, in answer to a resolution of the House, 
adopt d yesterday; which was read, laid upon 
the table, and ordered to be printed: 


Treascry DerartTMent, CoMpTRro.L.ier’s Orrice, 
Wasuinctron, December 23, 1963. 

Sin: I have the honor toacknowledge the receipt of the 
Hlouse resolution, adopted the 22d instant, requesting the 
Comptroller to suspend further proceedings in reference to 
the claim of Carmack & Ramsey, until tie further action 
of Congress touching the same. 

And If have the honor to inform the House that the case 
was argued and submitted for decision on the 15th instant 
by counsel of the claimants, and counsel representing the 
Post Office Department; but on the 16th instant, and before 
further consideration of the case, upon being informed of 
the introduction ef a resolution on the subject in the House, 
I immediately announced to counsel of the claimants that 
the decision of the claim would be postponed, and await 
the action of Congress, ‘This course I thought due to the 
House, without special request on the part of that body. 

Iam, very respectiully, your obedient servant, 

RK. W. TAYLOR, Comptroller. 
SCHUYLER CoLFax, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


Hon. 


REPORT OF GENERAL M’CLELLAN. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a 
letter of the Secretary of War, transmitting, in 
compliance with the resolution of the House, the 
re port of Major General Ge orge RB. McClellan of 


the organization and operations of the army of | 


the Potomac when under his command; which was 
laid upon the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr, COX submitted the following resolution: 

Resolved, That ten thousand copies of the official report 
of Major General McClellan, not including the accompany- 
ing documents, be printed tor the use of the members of the 
present House, 

A Memser. Howmany? 

Mr. COX. ‘Ten thousand copies. 
same number as that of General Pope’s report 
which was ordered to be printed. 

The resolution was adopted. 


IMPROVEMENT OF THE OHTO. 
The SPEAKER stated that the next question 


It is the | 


in order was the consideration of the following | 
resolution, submitted by the gentleman from Penn- | 


sylvania, [Mr. Moorneap,] the pending question 
being to strike out **Committee on Naval Affairs”’ 
and insert ** Committee on Commerce:”’ 

W hervas the value and usefulness of the Ohio river, which 
passes through seven States of the Union, is frequently in- 
terfered with by a scarcity of water, so as to render it un- 
navigable for large or heavy boats: Therefore, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the propriety and expediency of im- 
proving the navigation of said stream, and report by bill or 
otherwise. 

Mr. MOORHEAD. To do away with the 
necessity for the previous question, and for the 
yeas and nays, which have been ordered, I will 
modify the resolution so that it shall have refer- 
ence only to naval and other purposes. That, I 


--to be printed. This report in reference to in- 
ternal revenue is of great interest throughout the 
country, and there is no provision for having the 
report printed. I hope the House will pass the 
resolution. 


The joint resolution received its first and second 


readings, was ordered to be engrossed and read a | 
third time; and being engrossed, was accordingly || 


read the third time, and passed. 
Mr. LOVEJOY moved to reconsider the vote 
by which thé joint resolution was passed; and 


also moved to lay the motion to reconsider upon | 


the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


HEIRS OF DR. SYLVESTER NASH. 


Mr. SLOAN, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill for the relief of the heirs of Dr. Syl- 
vester Nash and Betsy Nash; which was ‘aall 6 
first and second time by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Mr. FENTON. I hope the committees may 
be called, and that then there may be unanimous 
consent for the introduction of bills for reference 
only. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I think we 
had better have the regular order of business. 

Mr. LAW. I wish the gentleman would with- 


| draw that call for one moment. 


Mr. HOLMAN. 


I ask leave to submit a res- 


olution. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. 
ular order of business. 

TheSPEAKER proceeded, as the regular order 
of business, to call the committees for reports. 

BUREAU OF MILITARY JUSTICE. 

Mr.SCHENCK, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, reported back, with an amendment in 
the nature of asubstitute, bill of the House No. 49, 
to create a Bureau of Military Justice. 


I call for the reg- 


The bill was referred to the Committee of the | 


Whole on the state of the Union, and the substi- 
tute was ordered to be printed. 


THE ENROLLMENT ACT. 
Mr. SCHENCK, from the Committee on Mil- 


| itary Affairs, reported a bill to repeal section 


think, will remove the objection of the gentleman | 


from Illinois, [Mr. Wasnburne.] 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Ifthe House 
agrees to that modification, | will withdraw my 
motion to refer to the Committee on Commerce. 
| objected yesterday because I thought that the 
Committee on Naval Affairs had no jurisdiction 
of the subject; and further, because I did not think 
that it was right to take it away from the Com- 
miitee on Commerce, where it properly belonged. 

The resolution, as modified, was adopted. 

ARREARS OF PAY. 

Mr. FENTON introduced a bill to facilitate 
the payment of bounties and arrears of pay due 
for theservices of wounded and deceased soldiers; 
which was read a first and second time, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

REPORT ON INTERNAL REVENUE. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to introduce a joint resolution 
to provide for the printing of the report made by 
the Superintendent of Internal Revenue to the 
Secretary of the Treasury. 

I would simply say, Mr. Speaker, with the con- 
sent of the House, that previous to the establish- 
mentof this Department, we have ordered the re- 
ports of the Indian Bureau, of the Pension Bureau, 
and of some other bureau—I forget which of them 


three, and part of section ten, of an act entitled 
**An act for enrolling and calling out the national 
forces, and for other purposes,” approved March 
3, 1863. 
The bill was read a first and second time. 
The first section of the bill repeals the third sec- 
tion of the conscription act, and so much of the 


tenth section of that act as provides for a separate | 
enrollment of two classes, and provides that the 


two classes mentioned in the third section of said 
act shall be consolidated. 

The second section*provides that the bill shall 
take effect and be in full force from and after its 
passage. 

Mr.SCHENCK. I desire to explain, with the 
permission of the House, that the whole effect of 


this bill is cer. to abolish the distinction of | 


classes, and to make the draft operate upon all be- 
tween the ages of twenty and forty-five. Thatis 


| the whole scope of the bill. There is nothing else 


in it, 


| will bring those who have just got out of th, 
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that it should be so arranged that those who hays 
already been in service shall not be drafted yy, : 

the others shall be drafted who have not be: 
the service at all. 


: : oy 
But the bill, as it now stand 


vice right back onto the enrollment list, and ; oe od 
them liable to draft. I think that wrong. 
Mr. FERNANDO WOOD. Mr. Speaker. 


| the chairman of the Committee on Military Af. 





| unanimous, and it seems important that it should | 


| be acted on at once. 


I ask that the House will 
now consider the bill. 

Mr. STEVENS. 1 should like a little longer 
time to think of this bill. It proposes to make a 
very important change in the law. 
allows married men between the ages of thirty- 
five and forty-five to be exempt from the first 
class, and provides that not only the married men 
under that age shall go into that class, but all 
single men up to the age of forty-five. That is 
the law now, as I understand it. 

But there were nine months’ men who were 


out in service at the time the law was passed, | 


who have been in many battles. [knowthat the 
Pennsylvania nine months’ men have lost about 
one half the number that they took out, and this 
amendment will affect them. They are now in 
the second class; but if this bill passes, they will 


be enrolled in the same class with those who have | 


The law now | 





never been out at all, and who have never served | 


the country in any degree. 
Now, I am not very well satisfied that that 
should take place. I think it better that the law 


(| should stand as it is, for the present at least, and 


That is the one amendment in regard to || 
which the Committee on Military Affairs were || 











fairs had reported a bill to repealentirely the | . 
referred to, | should have been in favor of his prop. 
osition toconsider the subjectat this time; butas 
itis merely a proposition to amend thatlaw, which 
is full of defects, and which requires such a gey. 
eral amendmentand modification to make it effec. 
ive, either as a revenue measure or asa measure 
to recruit our failing armies, I am in favor of 
time to deliberate upon it, and to give it the cop. 
sideration which it requires. Therefore I hope 
that we shall notact onthe proposition of the gen. 
tleman from Ohio at this time. I move that the 
bill be referred to the Committee of the Whole oy 
the state of the Union. = 

Mr. FARNSWORTH called for the reading of 
the third and tenth sections of the enrolling act. 

The sections were read by the Clerk. 

Mr. STEVENS. If itis in order, I will move 
an amendment to the bill. 

The SPEAKER. Itis notinorder now. The 
pending question is to refer the bill to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
which is not debatable. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Iask leave to make a re- 
mark in reply to the objections made by the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr.Srevens.} Con- 
sidering the bill in its various effects on persons 
between the ages and of the classes provided for 
in the original bill, it will be seen that there isa 
good deal to be said on both sides. So far as mavr- 
ried men between the ages of twenty and thirty 
five are concerned, they are subject now to thy 
draft. It will be remarked that, notwithstanding 
the carly marriages in this country, such me 
in the ordinary course of nature, cannot we! 
called into the field without leaving young chiil- 
dren behind them. And if youconsider the mar- 


’ 


| ried men between the ages of thirty-five and forty- 


five, that objection does not apply with the sam 
force; for in most instances, and especially as 
gards that class of men in the interior of the coun- 
try, farmers and other working men, to be af 
fected by this bill, they are usually in such co: 


| dition, as regards the ages of their families, as 


be better able to leave home than are those mar- 
ried men between the ages of twenty and thirty- 
five, who constitute the first class. 

I do not, however, propose to occupy the tin 


| of the House now by discussing a matter whic! 


it seems to me, lies so plainly on the surface thut 


| every one must have made up his mind as to t! 


propriety of abolishing or not abolishing this dis- 
tinction of classes. As I said before, that was tli 
only subject on which the committee seemed | 
be unanimous. The gentleman on the other sid 
{Mr. Fernanpo Woop] objects to the whole en- 
rolling act, and would rather see a bill introduced 
for its entire repeal. I may say to him that while, 
perhaps, no such bill will be introduced, certain'y 
no such bill will be reported by the Committee o! 
Military Affairs. And yet that committee has bee! 
assiduously engaged in a revision of that whole 
act, with a view to its amendmentin several other 
particulars, regarding questions of exemption and 
other matters. This, however, was an amend 
ment for which there appeared to be urgency 
now, before the adjournment of both Houses; 
and being instructed accordingly to present a 01! 
embracing this one feature at this time, and no 
other, reserving everything else for future repor' 
and consideration of the House, | hope that ( 
House will vote down the motion to refer it to Ul 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
and that this bill will receive, as I believe wil! ¥° 
the next consequence, a vote upon its merits, ane 
will be passed. I move the previous question 0! 
its engrossment and third reading. ‘ 
Mr. STEVENS. I fiope the gentleman w'! 
allow me to propose an amendment before he 
moves the previous question. It is to provide 
that this act shall not affect the condition of thos 
persons who were in military service at the um 
the act was passed to which this is an amencr 


ment. . 
Mr. SCHENCK. No, sir. The bill, 3 
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_will probably induce all these men to vol- 
~ We had better leave the bill as it is. 
; Mr. STEV ENS. ThenI will vote against the 


| vee restion being on the previous question, the 
- ordered tellers; and Messrs. GrinneELt, 
New York, were appointed. 


~ Ket 


| STEELE, Of 


“The House divided, and the tellers reported— 


>a 47, noes 50. . 
"So the previous question was not seconded. 


Tho question recurred on the motion to refer the | 
The quest 


pill to the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the on. 

7" 4 Me ‘OFFROTH. I move that the House do 
now adjourn, 

[he motion was not agreed to, 

The bill was referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, and ordered to 

| rinted. 

IOWA CONTESTED ELECTION. 

Mr. GRINNELL. [rise to a question of priv- 
vee, Finding in the room of the Committee of 
Elections papers purporting to relate to a contest 
f my seat in this House, which I had been in- 
formed would not be brought into the House, I 
jesire to present papers in this case to the Com- 
mittee of Elections, and have the same consid- 
ered with reference to printing. 

The papers were referred to the Committee of 
Elections. 

CALL OF COMMITTEES. 

Mr. STEVENS. -There is barely a quorum 
present, and I think we had better adjourn. I 
move that the House do now adjourn. 

Mr. FENTON. lL appeal to the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania to withdraw that motion until we 
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Tvuespay, January 5, 1864. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. SunperRLanp. 
The Journal of Wednesday, December 23, 1863, 


| wasread andapproved. 


shall have had a call of States for bills for refer- | 


ence only. It can be done by consent. 
Mr. STEVENS. Well, I have no objection. 
The call of committees for reportswas proceeded 
with and concluded. 


COAL OIL. 


Mr. A. MYERS introduced a bill to reduce the | 


tax on coal oil, to repeal so much of the present 
w as permits exportation of oil free of duty, 
ind to classify coal-oil distillers; which was read 





mittee of Ways and Means. 
CONSCRIPTION. 
Mr. A. MYERS also introduced a bill to amend 
eactentitled * An act for enrolling and calling 
jut the national forces, and for other purposes,”’ 
vroved March 3, 1863; which was read a first 


| 


id second time, and referred to the Committee 

1 Military Affairs. 

BOUNTIES. 
_ Mr. A. MYERS also introduced a bill granting 
bounties,and for other purposes; which was read 
a first and second time, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 
POSTAL MONEY ORDERS. 

Mr. ANCONA introduced a bill to establish a 
postal money order system; which was read a 
first and second time, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

CONSCRIPTION. 
Mr. ANCONA submitted the following reso- 


ulion;: 


Whereas the act of Congress, approved March 3, 1863, 
commonly called the conscription law, is oppressive, un- 


nd second time, and referred to the Com- | 


just, and unconstitutional; because, Ist, it takes from the | 


ites the control of their own militia; 2d, it subjects the 
rights of the States and the liberties of the people to the 
Unlimited power of the Federal Government; 34d, it is cal- 
culated to ereate and build up a central military despotism 
Wiieh may be used for the worst and most dangerous pur- 
mises; 4th, it falsely imputes the crime of desertion to every 
man whose name is drawn in the “lottery of death,” and 
who fails to join the Army, and subjects him to trial, con- 
Vemoation, and capital punishment, without a jury of his 
peers, contrary to the fundamental law of the land: There- 

Be it resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be 
‘structed to bring in a bill for the unconditional repeal of 
‘aid act of Congress, and substitute in its place some con- 


‘titutional and just mode of raising armies for the service 
of the United States. 


Mr. STEVENS. I propose to debate that res- 


olution. 


The SPEAKER. Then it goes over, under the 


rules, 


And then, on motion of Mr. STEVENS, (at 


“i Minutes to one o’clock, p. m.,) the House | 


adjourned until Tuesday, January 5, 1864. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 


ate acommunication from the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office, transmitting, in obedience 
to law, the report of the recorder of land titles at 
St. Louis, Missouri, relative to the claim of Au- 
gustin Amiot or his legal representatives to a lot 
in the city of St. Louis; which was referred to the 
Committee on Private Land Claims. 

The VICE PRESIDENT also laid before the 


Senate a communication from the Secretary of 


GLOBE. 
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it be referred to the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs and the Militia. 
The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. LANE, of Indiana, presented a memorial 
of the religious Society of Friends, residing in 
the eastern part of Indiana and the western part 
of Ohio, represented by their meeting held at 
Richmond, ndiana, praying that they may be 
exempted from military duty; which was referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs and the 
Militia. : 

He also presented a memorial of the commis- 
sioner’s court held in Laporte, Indiana, praying 
for an increase of the pay of non-commissioned 
officers and privates in the Army of the United 
States; which was referred to the Committee on 


|| Military Affairs and the Militia. 


| War, transmitting, in answer to a resolution of the | 
| Senate of the 22d of December, 1863, a roster of | 
| the fourth and fifth Indian regiments; which was 





ordered to Tie on the table. 

The VICE PRESIDENT also laid before the 
Senate a report of the Secretary of the Navy, 
transmitting, in answer to aresolution of the Sen- 
ate of the 21st of December, 1863, a list of officers 
of the Navy and of the marine corps who, be- 
tween the Ist day of December, 1860, and the Ist 
day of December, 1863, left the service; which, on 
motion of Mr. Morcan, was ordered to lie on 
the table and be printed. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 
Mr. TEN EYCK presented a petition of reg- 


| ular branch pilots of the Delaware bay and river, 


praying for the passage of such a law as will ex- 
empt them from the operations of the draft, on 
account of their services; which was ordered to 


| lie on the table. 


Mr. RAMSEY. I present a memorial of the 
common council of the city of St. Paul, praying 
for a grant of lands to aid in the construetion of 
a railroad from St. Paul to the head of Lake Su- 
perior. Lask that it be referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands and printed, 


The VICE PRESIDENT. 


The petition will 


| be so referred; and the motion to print will be 


referred to the Committee on Printing. 

Mr. CLARK presented two petitions of citi- 
zens of Temple, New Hampshire, praying for 
the establishment of a uniform ambulance and 
hospital system for the armies of the United 


| States; which were referred to the Committee on 


Military Affairs and the Militia, 
Mr. GRIMES. I present a petition from the 


| comrades-in-arms of Captain Frederick S. Wash- 
| burn, who commanded the ninth Iowa regiment 


and fell at the head of it at the battle of Black 
River, near Vicksburg, praying that a pension 
be granted to his widow and children. I move 
that it be referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. GRIMES. I also present the memorial 
of Henry P. Scholte, a foreign-born citizen of 
Iowa, who has resided in that State for the last 
twenty-five years, who proposes some modifica- 
tions and changes in the enrollment law. He 
states that the British theory, ‘fonce a citizen, 
always a citizen,’’ is not a theory known to the 
civil law, or adopted by any of the nations of 
continental Europe, and that it ought not to be 
adopted by this country as the true doctrine upon 
which to act, but that every foreign-born person 
who is a resident of this country should be com- 

elled to bear arms in behalf of the Government. 
Facene the reference of the memorial to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs and the Militia. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. GRIMES, I present, also, the petition of 
sundry citizens of Iowa and of Erie county, in 
the State of New York, known as the trustees 


| and members of a society called the Amana So- 


ciety. They state, in their memorial, that their 
society was organized about 1717-20, in Europe; 
that some twenty-five or thirty years ago they 
came to this country and established a society 
called the Ebenezer Society in the vicinity of 
Buffalo, in the State of New York; that one of 
the tenets of their faith is non-resistance. In 
their memorial they express no indisposition to 
pay a commutation for military service, but they 
protest against the repeal of that portion of the 
conscription law which authorizes the payment 
of $300 in lieu of military service. I move that 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. RAMSEY asked, and by unanimous con- 
sentobtained, leave to introducea bill (S. No. 31) 
making a grantof lands to the Lake Superior and 
Mississippi Railroad Company, in the State of 
Minnesota, to aid in the construction of the rail- 
road of said compemy from St. Paul to Lake Su- 
perior; which was read twice by its title, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. CHANDLER asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
32) granting lands to the State of Michigan for 
the construction of a wagon road for postal and 
military purposes; which was read twice by iis 
title, and referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

Mr. NESMITH, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill 
(S. No. 33) providing for the establishment of a 
branch mint of the United States at Portland, 
Oregon; which was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. FOOT asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 34) in 
favor of the legal representatives of Israel C. 
Wait; which was read twice by its title, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. WILSON asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
35) to Increase the bounty of volunteers; which 
was read twice by its title, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs and the Militia, and 
ordered to be printed. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent ob- 
tained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 36) to 
amend an act entitled ** An act for enrolling and 
calling out the national forces, and for other pur- 
poses,’’ approved March 3, 1863; which was read 
twice by its title, referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs and the Militia, and ordered to 
be printed. 


MILITARY INTERFERENCE WITH ELECTIONS. 


Mr. POWELL, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill 
(S. No. 37) to prevent officers of the Army and 
Navy, and other persons engaged in the military 
and naval service of the United States, from inter- 
fering in elections in the States; which was read 
twice by its title. 

Mr. POWELL. I move that the bill be re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and be 
printed. 

The motion to print was agreed to. 

Mr. GRIMES. The Committee on Military 
Affairs is the proper committee, I think. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The first question 
is on referring it to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary. 

Mr.GRIMES. The bill which the Senator has 
introduced relates purely, according to its title, to 
military officers in the service of the United States; 
and manifestly the proper committee to have 
charge of a bill of that kind is the Military Com- 
mittee. It would be interfering with the preroga- 
tives of that committee, it seems to me, to send 
sucha bill to another committee. 

Mr. CLARK. No question of law arises. 

Mr. GRIMES, No, sir; no question arises 
connected with any of the laws of Congress now 
in existence, or the Constitution, as far as I know. 

Mr. POWELL. I take it that the Judiciary 
Committee is the proper committee to which this 
bill should be referred. It isa bill prescribing 
penalties against officers of the Army and Navy 
for interfering with elections. I think it is emi- 
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nently proper that it should go to the Judiciary 


Committec and ere perfected. The bill does 
; nten it nvytl r to regulate the Army, 
but to prevent officers of the Army and Navy 
tr j tert newithther ehts of citizens in hold- 
ine « ties I hone it may be sent to the Com 
nr or tive Jud ary 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is on 
the motion to refer the bill to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

The question being put, a division was asked 
for 
Mr. MeDOUGALL ealled for the yeas and 
nays; and they were ordered. : 

Mr. WILSON. I move that it lie on the table 
for the present. We can take it up to-morrow 
morning 

Mr. POWELL rose. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. That motion is in 
order, and is not a matter of debate. 

The question being put, the Vice President 
declar d thist the aye 8 Appears d to have it, 

Mr. POWELL. Task forthe yeas and nays. 

Mr. WILSON. If you divide, you break up 
the Senate, 

Mr. POWELL. Letit break up. IfT cannot 


geta bill of this importance sent where l want it, 


J aw willing to break up. 


The yeas and nays were ordered, 
ENROLLMENT LAW. 
Mr. SUMNER. Before the vote is taken, as 


itis possible it may result in showing that there 
is no quorum, I should like to give notice of an 
amendment which [ desire to move to the Senate 
bill No. 18, entitled “An act to amend an act for 


enrolling and calling out the national forces, and 


for other purposes 


» it being in the nature of an 
additional section, 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. | It will be received 
by unANnIMOUS consent, 

Mr. SUMNER. I offer it now, and ask that 
it be printed for the use of the Senate, 
_ The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair hears 
no objection to its reeeption, The order to print 
will be made, if no objection is interposed, 

Before taking the vote on Mr. Powety’s mo- 
tion, other business was interposed by unanimous 
consent, name ly : 


SANITARY CONDITION OF TILE DISTRICT. 
Mr. MORRILL submitted the following reso 


jution; which wasconsidered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agres d to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the District of Colum 
bia be directed to inquire whether additional legislation is 
nee iry to tinprove th anitary condition of the cities ot 
Washington and Georgetown, and for the prevention of con 
tagious disease- 


APPOINTMENTS OF CADETS. 


Mr. CLARK submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to fur 
nish to the Senate the names of all persons appointed ca 
dets at the United States Military Academy during the year 
186d, specilying the State of which they were citizens, or 
resident, at the time of their appointment, and the residence 
of their parents or guardians; and where such appoint 
ments were made upon the desiguation of a member of the 
llouse of Representatives, that he furnish the name of the 
member by whom the designation was made; and where 
made from the Army, that he state the regimenttrom which 
eucn pp jntliurents were made. 





SOLOMON KOILNSTAMM. 


Mr. WILSON submitted the following resolu- 
tion; Which was considered by unanimous con- 


sent, and agret d to: 

Resolved, That the Seeretary of War be directed to com 
municate to the Senate any information in his posse ssion 
relative to the case of Solomon Kobnstamm, of New York, 
charged with obtaining money upen filse and fraudulent 
claims tor collecting, drilling, organizing, and subsisting 
Volunteers. 


KETURN OF ORIGINAL PAPERS. 
On motion of Mr. WILSON, it was 


Ovdered, That the Seeretary of the Senate transmit to the 
Secretary of War the original papers accompanying his re 
port of the 2hth of June, 1862, in relation to the battles at 
Pittsburg Landing. 


PRESIDENTIAL POWER. 


Mr. DAVIS submitted the following resolutions 
for consideration; which were laid over, and or- 
dered to be printed: 


1. Resolved, That the Government of the United States was 
established! by the pooplé of States Which had before beén 








separate, sovereign, and independent; and they formed 
their common national gover thy a written Constitu 
tion, and de mted to it so much of their sovercien polit 
cal power th uijudged to be necessary and proper to 
enable it to manage al reiratiairs with toreign nations and 
unong th \ [States ; and, both by its leading principl 
nd an mT i 7 y rved “to the States re 
spectively, or to the people, all** powers not delegated io 
the United States, nor prohibited by it to the States.” 

2. Resolved, That oursystem consists ofa limited national 


government for the whole United States, of supreme nau 

thority as to all the powers with which the Constitution has 
invested it; and State governments for each State, formed 
by the pgaple thereof, and holding the entire residuum of 
political spverciguty within their respective States, each 
government, Within its sphere, being alike supreme. And 
is the Governors, and all other civil and military officers of 
the States,as otherindividuats, may commit treason against 
the United States, by “levying war against them, or in ad 

ering to their enemies, giving them aid and comfort,’ so 
the President of the United States, and the civil and mili 

tary officers thereof, may commit treason against any State 
whose government is in the performance of its duties un 

der the Federal Constitution, by levying war against it, or 
in adhering to its euemies, giving them aid and contort, as 
resisting with an armed force the execution 4 its laws, or 
adhering to such armed foree, giving it aid and comfort. 

3. Resolved, That in all the States and parts of States 
where the laws ot the United States and the Stutes can be 
exceuted, the military authorities should not be brouglit 
into conflict with the civil power, but should be strictly 
held to be, as they rightfully are, in subordination to it. 

4. Resolved, That all elections to civil offices, Federal 
or State, should be in strict aceordance with the Consti 
tution and laws of the United States, and of the States re 
spectively, and be conducted by officers appointed by the 
proper authorities for that purpose; and where, trom the 
presence orappre hension ot toree, violehce, or other cause, 
any election cannot be so conducted, itought not to be held 
at all; and every eleetion at whieh any military foree may 
interfere by imposing additional oaths or qualifications of 
the electors, or regulations for conducting the said election, 
or by changing or modifying the oaths and qualifications ot 
the clectors or regulations to govern it as provided by law, 
or to constrain, control, or direct the officers of such elec 
tion in conducting it, should be held to be void and of no 
effect. 

5. Resolved, Thatthe experience of the world proves that 
there can be neither security nor liberty in any country 
without wise and just laws firmly sustained and uniformly 
executed, That is the life, the spirit, the soul of this na- 
tion; and all neglect and departure from law, and particu 
larly from constitutional law, by agents appointed to admin- 
ister it, ahhough sometimes attended with seeming ad- 
Vantage, are sure to produce always, sooner or later, much 
greater and more cuduring mischief. Wherefore a disregard 
of law by such agents is never tolerated by a wise und free 
people. 

6. Resolved, That the powers of the Government of the 
United States are derived wholly from and limited by the 
Constitution, and by it are divided into legislative, exec- 
utive, and judicial, and each class of those powers is vested 
in a separate department; that the President is the chief 
of the executive department, aud has no legisiative or ju 
dicial power whatever, and only such executive powers as 
are enumerated in the second and third sections of the see 
ond article of the Constitution, and such other powers as 
may be, from time to time, conferred upon him by Congress 
in Virtue ot this provision: ‘ Cougress shall have power to 
make allliws which shall be necessary and proper tor carry- 
ing into execution the foregoing powers, and all other 
powers vested by this Constitution in the Government ot 
the United States, or in any department or officer thereof.’ 
7. Resolved, That the President cannot be divested of any 
of the powers with which he is direetly invested by the 
Constitution, nor coutrolled nor interfered with in their 
execution; but all powers conferred on him by law of Con 
gress he holds in subordination to that department, which 
may supervise, modity, and correct his execution of them, 
orresume them by repealing the laws intrusting their exe- 
eution to him. 

8. Resolved, That the power of the President to recognize 
the existence ot a state of case amounting to “an Viasion, 
or imminent danger of invasion, of the United States,” or 
“an insurrection in any State against the government there 
of, or *s obstruction to the execution of the laws of the 
United States by combinations too powerful to be sup 
pressed by the ordinary course of judicial proceedings.” 
and to call forth the military power to meet such eondi- 
tions, is conferred on him by the laws of Congress, and the 
repeal of those laws would withdraw from the President 
all that power. 

9. Resolved, That Congress is invested with the power 
“to lay and collect taxes, duties, imposts, and excises; to 
pay the debts aud provide for the common defense and gen 
eral welfare of the United States ;”? © to declare war, grant 
letters of marque and reprisal, and make rules concerning 
eaptures on land and water;” **to raise and support ar- 
mies ;** ** to provide and maintain a navy 3”? ** to provide for 
calling forth the militia to exeente the laws of the Union, 
suppress insurrections, and repel invasions ;” ** to provide 
for arming, Organizing, and disciplining the militia, and 
governing such part of them as may be employed in the 
service of the United States ;” “ to guaranty to every State 
in the Union a republican form of government, and to pro- 
tect each of them against invasion ;’’ and thus the entire 
war power, and quasi war power, external and internal, of 
the Government, is vested by the Constitution in Congress, 
and no part of it whatever in the President. 

10. Resolved, That whenever there is an insurrection in 
the United States, Congress is vested with the power to 
suppress it and with no other power whatever over the in- 
surrection ; and when it is suppressed, either by the arms 
of the United States, or by the submission of the insurgents 
to the Constitution, laws, and authorities thereof, there- 
upon the power of Congress is exhausted, and the insur- 
gents are immediately remitted to ali their rights, liberties, 
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thereof as may have been declared by law, after 
have been adjudged by the civil courts in the 4 
seribed by the Constitution; and Congress, mi 
President, has no power to impose upon the 
terms or conditions. 

ll. Resolved, Thatthe whole powerand duty of the p 
ident in the existing insurrection is to grant p ; 
those engaged in it.and. as Commander-in-Chiet« } ‘ 
and Navy, to direct their operations for its 





upper 
and, as such, his powers are strictly military, a: i 
different or greater than would be those of the seniny 
eral in the service, if the Constitution had designated | 
to be the Commander-in-Chief; the power to devise a », 
icy or measures for its suppression is legislative, to wi, 
the President is incompetent, Whether as the firstex 
otiicer of the Government, or Commander-in-Chj 
Army and Navy. 


Culive 


lie 


12. Resolved, That the law of military necessity js yoy 
established, but only tolerated, in the United 
does not, aor cannot, in peace or war, abrogate or su ner 
the Constitution,in whole or in part. It cannot aut 
arbitrary arrests and imprisonment, or in any way in r 
with the person of the citizen, but only with his props 
It does not appertain to the President, or to the Comnia 
in-Chiet, ualess he be in the actual conmmiand of ay 
force, and then only under particular cireumstay 
results froma present and urgent need ¢ fan army, or 
itary corps, Which Is SO pressing LAL IE Cahwot await « 
modes, but must be supplied anywhere within its 
its OWn power and action It is not an « Xpedien t 
necessity of a military body, and creates a law 
fers a power, for the occasion only, On its Conmniander, 
whatever grade he may be, tosupply that necessity by ta 
property with stummary military force, without depriy 
the owner of his right tobe compensated for it by 1 
ted States. Each case of military neeessity makes its oy 
luw, adapted to its own peculiar circumstances, and ex 
piring with that particular necessity. ‘There is not 
cannot be, any uniform, permanent, or even i 
law of military necessity. Phe idea that a law always 
cidental, evanescent, and in truth so inconsiderable, stioy 
have the magie foree to enable Abraham Lincolu to bound 
over the Constitution and all its limitations and 1 
tions, and clutch the vast powers which he claims und 
it, is a gigantic absurdity. 











13. Resolved, Thatat the beginning, under the pani ' 
defeat of Bull Ran, the party in power professed to carry it 
on for the constitutional end to put down the rebellion and 
vindicate the laws and authority of the Uuited States inth 
insurgent States, and wheu that was ¢ Teeted it wast ist 
But more than a year ago, another and paraniounut aud u 
constitutional end, the total subversion of slavery, was j 
augurated by them ; and, at length, to carry on the wari 
this perverted and augmented form, the annual expenditure 
on the partof the United States has swollen to one hundred 
thousand lives,a much larger amount of personal disability, 
and a thousand millions of money, and yet the wisest ca 
not see the end of the war. Verily, the people North 
the people South ought to revoltagainst their war leade 
and take this great matter into their own hands, and 
members to a national convention of all the States, to ter 
inate a war that is enriching hundreds of thousands 
officers, plunderers and spoilsmen, in the loyal States, aud 
threatens the masses of both sections with irretiievah 
bankruptey and indefinite slaughter, and to restore | 
union and common government upon the great prin 
of liberty and compromise devised by Washington and his 
associates, 

14. Resvirved, That the present Executive Government 
of the United States has subverted, for the time, in la 
portions of the loyal States, the freedom of speech, 
treedom of the press, and free suffrage, the constitutions 
and Jaws of the States aud the United States, the civil 
courts and trial by jury. [thas ordered, ad libitum, art 
arrests by military officers, not only without warrant, but 
without any charge or imputation of crime or offense, and 
has hurried the persons so arrested from: home aud vieio 
age to distant prisons, and kept them incarcerated ther 
an indefinite time, some of whom it discharged wil 
trial and in utfer ignorance of the cause of their arres 
imprisonment, and others it caused to be brought be 
courts created by itself, and tobe tried and punished with 
out law; in violation of the coustitutional guarantee to 
citizen of his right to keep and bear arms, and of lis rigats 
of property, it has forcibly deprived, as we I} the loyal as 
the disloyal, of both; it has usurped the power to suspet 
the writ of habeas corpus, and to proclaim martial jaw, ane 
has established military tribanals in States and parts of 
States where there was no obstruction to the due admin 
istration of the laws of the United States and the States 
by the civil courts and authorities ; and ordered imany ei 
izens, who were not connected with the Army or Navy, to 
be dragged before its drum-head courts, tiaid to be tried by 
them tor new and strange offenses, declared by itsel!, and 
by an undefined and indefinable flaw, being but Uh os 
trary willof the court ; ordained at pleasure a military Ges 
potism in the Joyal States by means of Courts- irtial, pro 
vast marshals, and military forces, goverie dueither by law, 
principles, nor rules, trom whose tyranny and oppresstot 
no man ean claim immunity; all of whieh must be repue 
ated and swept away by the sovereign people. re 

15. Resolved, ‘That a free press, tree speech, and tre 
elections are the great and peaceful forces by which Ut 
maladministration of our Government, whether in the le 
gislative or executive department, is prevent d, reformed, 
or reversed, and its authors brought to public condenimation 
and punishment; and those buiwarks of constitutional £0¥ 
ernment and popular liberty are formidable to miaiv' ° 
tors, usurpers, and tyrants only, and they must be uphelao) 
the people at all hazards. ; de 

16. Resolved, That as the Constitution and laws affore 
no means to exclude from the office of President ¢ mm" 
appointed to it by military power, or who is deciar 
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chosen to it by reason of the suppression of thie [reedoTs 
election, or by the exclusion of legal voters trom the por) 
or by any other means, the people of the United > - 
would be iucompetent to defend and unworthy to be 


. : Pov. . . . ‘ * Seon . ae o them 
rivileges, and duties of citizens, subject to such forfeiture || received the rich heritage of freedom bequeathe dt 
| ges, ’ 4} 
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